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This is another attempt, in addition to the many that 
have lately been made, to furnifh us with a compleat hiftory 
of all the counties in the kingdom; and as far as we have 
been able to look into the work, we muft freely declare the 
author * feems not to be inferior to any of his predecetfors 
in diligence, accuracy, or difcernment. We fhall content 


* From the dedication and preface it appears that the Au THOR and PRINTER 
are one and the fame perfor. This, however uncommon at prefent, was no un- 
ufual thing vpon the revival of learning, when almoft every printer “was a man 
of /etters, not merely on the literal and mechanical, but on the more honourable 
and metaphorical, fenfe of the word. 
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ourfelves at prefent with laying before our readers the pre. 
face to the hiftory, and a few particulars relative to the name, 
fituation, extent, &c. of the county, from which they may 
form fome judgment of the editor’s defign, and his manner 
of executing it; referving for a future number, fuch curious 
circumftances as may occur tg us upon.a farther perufal of the 
work, 

‘© Sir Robert Atkyns’s Ancient and prefent State of Gloucefterfhire 
was publifhed in the year 1712. The extreme fearcity and great 
price of it encouraged the editor to offer the prefent work under the 
title of A New Hiftory of Gloucefterfhire. Soon atter his propo- 
fals were given out, another perfon re-publifhed Sir Robert’s book, 
without the leaft addition or improvement. This is a fact very ne- 
ceflary to be flated, but it wants ne:ther comment nor remark, 
The editor of the prefent work puriuing his plan, has at length 
compleated it. How far the title he has aflumed can be fupporied, 
mutt be left to the decifion of the public. He does not, however, 
mean to inlinuate that he has made no ufe of Sir Robert Atkyns’s 
book : on the contrary, he has adopted that gentleman’s method of 
alphabetical arrangement, and has availed himfelt. of whatever was 
ufeful. It is incumbent on him alfo to acknowledge many obliga- 
tions to other writings and compilations. 

6 The preliminary and introdu¢tory part is drawn from various 
fources; the monattic hiftory chiefly from Stevens’s Supplement to 
Sir William Dugdale’s Monafticon, and Doétor Burnet’s Aifory of’ 
the Reformatioa, The other introductory matters are felected from 
Camden, Selden, Lord Lyttelton, and various writers on the an- 
cient flate of affairs in Britain. 

“ The hiftory of the county, in the three. grand: divifions of 
Cotefwold, Vale and Foreft, with the account of its trade, is new ; 
and that part of Domeiday which relates to Gloucefterfhire, and 
concludes the general hiftory, is now firit prinyed in the language, 
and after the contracted manner of the original, fo far as with 
cominon printing types could be effected. For the copy of that re- 
cord the editor is indebted to Mr. Samuel Dixon of Norfolk-ftreet, 
London, who procured and fent it to him; bute it was afterwards 
very carefully collated with Lord Chief Juftice Hale’s fac fimile 
copy, depofited in Linco'n’s-[nn library, and this, it is prefumed, 
will be thought a curious and valuable acquifition. 

‘* The hiltory of the city and diocefe of Gloucefter, making 
together 129 pages, is newly drawn up from: materials collected 
by the late reverend Mr. Furney, archdeacon ot Surry, and com- 
municated by Mr. Rogers of Gloucetier. 

** The parochial hittory follows next in order; and the editor, to 
be correct, and to note every thing obfervable, has vifited the fe- 
veral parithes, and made diligent ecquiries. He has given am ace 
count of their antiquities and natural curiofities, and has attempted 
to give the etymology of the names of places, agreeing with: or dif- 
fenting trom Sér Robert Atkyns occafionally, 1 
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“ In this part, it is prefumed, he has fometimes fucceeded ; 
bur to inveftigate the meaning of names is uo very eafy province, 
Great length of time produces changes in c'rcumftances and things 
which otherwife might give light to the origi and fignification of 
names ; and vulgar pftonunciation and incorrect writing have fo 
diftorted them, that many at prefent have very little refemblance to 
their original. 

‘© The peculiarities of fituation, produce and foil, were proper 
circumftances from whence to derive the appellation of places ; but 
where nature afforded no fuch obvious affiftance, the name-giver 
had one grand refource, which was to add fome common termina- 
tion, as don, ton, lege, berg, &c. to the proprietor’s name; and as 
this was very eafily done, fo was it commonly practifed. There 
are certain names, howeyer, which bid defiance to explanation ; 
and if the editor has fometimes failed in his conjectures, no won- 
der, efpecially in a matter of fo much uncertainty. 

‘“* In the parochial hittory, he has alfo given a defcription of the 
market-towns and moft remarkable places, wherein Sir Robert At- 
kins was defective ; but to defcend toa minute defcription of every 
little village would have been ridiculous, as many of them have 
nothing more than their names, bearings, and diftances to diftinguith 
them; and without diferencia in the fubject, a diiguiling famenefs 
in expreffion will inevitably recur. Let the brighteit genius exert 
his abilities on a few inconfiderable places, and he will feel the 
truth of this affertion. A defeription of two or three will indif- 
ferently fuit almoft all the reft, and he that fays much of them, 
tefembles one that talks a gfeat deal about trifles. 

** The defcent of the manors generally commences with an 
abftract from Dome/fday, taithfully, but as literally as poflible, tranf- 
lated from the original ; herein Sir Robert Atkins was exceedingly 
imperfect, He has taken too great liberty with that record, and 
inflead of tranflating the whole paflages, gives a paraphrafe of part 
only. He ufually takes the quantity of land fpecified in Dome/day 
to be precifely what the manor was taxed at ; but le was gveatly 
miftaken, as the record irfelf will prove, concerning Alveiton, Newn- 
ham, Guiting, and feveral other places. Befides thefe mitlakes, 
there are many inttances of his applying the Domefiday accounts to 
places which they have no relation to, and not a few of their be- 
ing totally omitted :. but it is unneceflary to enumerate them here, 
as they are commonly taken notice of in the accounts of thofe pla« 
ces where the miftakes have happened. 

** It was chiefly in the hiilotical accounts of the fucceffive own- 
ers of manors and eftates that Sir Robert Atkyns’s book was of fer- 
vice to the editor of this work ; for as the fhort and fummary 
tanner in which that part is written would not admit of great vas 
nety of expreffion, he has very commonly used the words of that 
author, thinking it unneceflarv, without particular reafon, to affect 
adifferent language. Sir Rcbert derived bis accounts from the 
efcheators books. original fines, and other records, to which he had 
free accefs, and, excepring a tew miftakes which might happen in 
tanfcribing, he abflracts them very faithfully. The editor bas not 
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only corrected thofe miftakes, fo far as they have occurred to him, 
but alfo filled up fome chafms from the records, and quoted his au- 
thorities in both inttances ; but where no authority 1s given, the 
credibility, in general, retts on Sir Robert Atkyns. The additions 
in defcents, fince Sir Robert’s time, have been carefully made, and 
may fafely be relied on ; and genealogical accounts of families, 
with their arms, fo far as they could be procured, are fubjoined to 
the re{pective eftates of which fuch families are owners. 

‘¢ The next head principally concerns the clergy. Ecclefiaftical 
benefices are greatly enhanced fince Sir Robert’s time. Here will 
be found the name of the patron, and the prefent value of every 
living, as nearly as could be afcertained, together with other par- 
ticulars refpecting the church, that are either curious or ufeful, 

“© Sir Robert had taken notice of a few monuments in the 
churches for eminent perfons, but the editor conceiving it would 
be more fatisfaétory to give the memorials at large, has accordingly 
placed under a diitinét head many curious monumental infcriptions 
and the arms found with them, fo exactly taken, that the particu- 
larities, and in fome inftances the errors, in the original, are de- 
fignedly preferved in the copy. Thefe exhibit very ufeful anec- 
dotes of tamily hiftory and connections, and making the living ace 
quainted with the dead, not only thew us what they are, but often 
teach us what we ourfelves ought to be. Some hold monumental 
inferiptions in light eftimation, but it was the opinion of the author 
of the Plain Dealer, * That every flone that ce look upon in the repo- 
ftories of paft azes is both an entertainment and a monitor. Perhaps 
fome infcriptions have found admittance on account of the arms 
which accompany them, whilit others have little more to recom- 
mend them than the particular caft of the writer, or of the times 
when they were written. Ig this department there was no rule for 
felection, and the tafte even of men of judgment is fo very diffe- 
rent, that itis poffible the editor may be equally cenfured for admit- 
ting fo many and for not inierting more. The laws of this coun- 
try take cognizance of moving or defacing a monumental ftone in 
the church, as of an injury done to the family of the deceafed, 
and the placing memorials in a book {eems the moft effectual fecu- 
rity againtt fuch injuries. But this part of the work, it is faid, is 
likely to be extended, with a view very different from the prefent 
publication, by a gentleman, whofe employment in the herald’s- 
office enables him to anfwer every expectation. ‘Till that gentle- 
man fhall have finithed his undertaking, the editor flatters himfelf 
that the prefent collection may prove entertaining, and afterwards 
ferve as an humble attendant upon ir. 

** Next to the monumental infcriptions, follows a lift of be- 
nefactions to the poor and other public charities, continued down to 
the prefent time, the utility of which is tog obvious to need ex- 
planation, 

_ Then follows the rate of the public taxes, and the compara- 
tive ftate of population in each parith, between the time when Sir 
Robert Arkyns made his collections and the prefent. Under this 
head the editor has given, in a variety of inftances, the true pro- 
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portion between the annual baptifms and burials, and the whole 
number ot inhabitants, which thews the degrees of healthinefs ia 
different firuations. 

‘© The alarm lately fpread of the nation’s depopulating, induced 
the editor to compare the average of births and burials about 
feventy years ago, with thofe of the prejent time, taking the autho- 
rity of the reyitters in both inflances ; but there are a tew parifhes 
of which accounts could not be obtained, fome of the regitters being 
loft, or imperfectly kept. The refult of the compariton is, that the 
inhabicants ot Gloucefterfhire are very confiderably increafed during 
that period, but not unitormly fo. In fome places their numbers 
are more than doubled, whilft in others they continue nearly the 
fame. This is owing to different caufes: the growth of trade and 
improvements in agriculture encourage population, whilft the de- 
cline ot manufactures produces a contrary effect. 

“ During the above-mentioned period, agriculture has been 
much improved, particularly in the hill country ;_ and in the cloath- 
ing and manuta¢turing parts, trade has equally increafed: but in 
the vale, mott of thote inclofers that ina former part of this period, 
were corn fields, have fince been !aid down to pafture, which very 
fenfibly affected population ; and though even fome of thoie places 
where that has happened, are more populous than they were before, 
yet the alteration has prevented them from increafing fo much as 
they would have done ; tor dairy and grazing farms furnith lefs 
employmenc than tillage, and many of the younger people have 
migrared to the hill country, or to market-towns. 

** Another impediment to population has crept in during the lat- 
ter part of this period, which is, the laying of two or three farms 
intoone. The little parifh of Afton Subedge is chiefly in tillage, 
and Sir Robert Atkyns reports it to have contilted of twenty tour 
houfes and one hundred and four inhabitants. By an exact account 
taken in 1773, the houfholders were twenty, and the inhabitants 
only fixty three ; and upon enquiry into the caufe of this flrange de- 
clenfion, it was given for a reaton, that the parifh had jutt thea 
been inclofed, and feven farms of which it confilled before, being 
laid into four, the occupiers of three little farms, with their fami- 
hes, had left the place: there are two or three other initances inthe 
county, befides this, of a like decreafe of inhabitants. 

‘“* Here fome notice fhould be taken of a practice prevailing in 
fome places, left it becoime general, and produce a train of evil 
confequences to the community. It is faid, that in fome parithes 
the lords of manors and the principal landholders, contidering it as 
a piece of refined policy, have pulled down their cottage-houtes, or 
futicred them to fall, on purpote to drive away the poor miferable 
inhabitants, and to prevent the younger fort trom marrying and fet- 
tling in their own parithes. Miferable indeed ! to be deierted and 
abandoned by thofe whofe lands they have cultivated, and whofe 
granaries they have filled. Miferable! to be expelled trom the 
place of their nativity, as unworthy to breathe the air in common 
with their lords and matters ; who, deat co the calls of wag 
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and inattentive to their own real intereft, feem not to be fenfible, that 
without the labourer’s hand their ample fields would be of no value, 
and that rents advance from labour and improved cultivation, If 
the poor aré burthenfome, “pe fhould be relieved, and not extir- 
pared. The induftrious part of them are the more profitable mem- 
bers of community ; the idle fhould be reclaimed ; but that will 
never be effected by penal laws, whilft our towns and villages fwarm 
with alehoufes. It isthere they {pend their time and money ; there 
morals are corrupted ; there the fot, the poacher, the petty thief and 
highwayman are gradually formed ; and to thofe feminaries of vice 
we chiefly owe the evils complained of among the lower clafs of peo- 
ple. Strike at the root of them; put down the alehoufe, not the 
cottage, in your village : fo fhall you foon find the poor more induf- 
trious, more honeft, and lefs burthenfome. 

‘« This is a matter highly deferving the attention of the magi- 
ftrate, upon whofe conduét in the execution of his office, the morals 
of the people, and the well-being of the ftate, fo much depend. 
It is a vulgar error that the drunkard injures nobody but himfelf. 
Hundreds are connected with him, and the community fuffers more 
from one charaéter of that fort, then it is benefited by two fober 
perfons. The editor has been led as it were inadvertently into thefe 
reflections, and though they may not be particularly applicable to 
Gloucefterfhire, yet as a general well-wifher to his country, he 
hopes they are notaltogether unfeafonable. 

‘*¢ But to return from the digreffion ; the Appendix ftands after 
the parochial hiftory, and confifts of a variety of charters and pa- 
pers of confiderable length, taken from Sir Robert Atkyns’s Glou- 
cefterfhire, and other fources, and are proper to be reterred to 
occafionally. Some of them were originally written in Latin, but 
are here given inthe Englifh language, exaétly as they were tranf+ 
lated ‘by Sir Robert, except one or two of them, particularly the 
charter to the priory of Leonard S:anley, which in Sir Robert’s 
book is blended and confufed with part of the charter to the priory 
of Newent, The editor has rectified that miftake, and added from 
the Monafticon what was omitted. 

** Next follows a copious and ufeful index, to which the reader 
tuft have recourfe to find the tithings and hamlets, which are not 
placed in alphabetical order in the body of the work, but infertedin 
parifhes to which they refpeétively belong. By the index alfo will 
be found the arms of the gentry, and the principal perfons and 
things treated of in the courfe of the work. With refpeét to the 
arms found upon monuments, they are in general blazoned as they 
appear there ; but fculptors and painters are not always the beit 
heralds, and if they have made miftakes, they fhould not be impu- 
ted to the editor, Befides, Guillim obferves, that * /o great is the 
refemblance oftentimes of things borne in coat armeur, hates in their 
exificnce are much diffening, that a man wellfcen in heraldry may commit 
an crror in blaxoning of them !’ Add to this, that colouss fade in~2 
long courle of time, and as in a few inftances the editor was to rely 
folely on the prefent appearance of them on monuments in the 
churches, 
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churches, he offers this apology, if he has at any time miftaken 
one colour fer another, as blue for green, or vice ver/a. 

* Laltly, there is interfperfed through the body of the work, a 
curious fet of prints of the chief feats in the county, for which the 
editor returns fincere thanks to thofe gentlemen to whom they arc 
addrefled, and at whofe expence they were engraven. As they are 
well executed, they make a valuable part of the work, and together 
with the correét map of thecounty, will undoubtedly prove accep- 
table tothe public. He lainents, however, the lofs of the plates of 
Stoke Giffard, and King’s Wefton, by the deaths of Lord Botetourt 
aud Lord Clifford; and Rendcombe Houfe was defigned to have 
made its appearance in this hiftory ; but the perfon employed ta 
take the drawing, could not be prevailed on to finifh it in tume. 

‘¢ The editor has now paffed in review the different heads of his 
work, and is far from being of opinion with Mela, an ancient Ro- 
man geographer, who {peaking of his own country fays, De Lialia 
mazis quia ordo exigit, quam quia monftrari egeat, pauca dicuntur, 
nota funtomnia, It many things generally known by the inhabi- 
tants of Gloucefterfhire be taken notice of in this work, they 
fhould not be eonfidered.as unneceflary or fupertluous, becaufe they 
are fo known ; for the book may fall into hands to whom the infor- 
mation may be acceptable. On the other hand, it would be altage- 
ther as unreafonab'e in ftrangers to take exception againft fuch 
things as are fervicable chiefly to the inhabitants of this county be- 
caufe it was for their ufe they were inferred. In fhort, what may 
feem trifling to one clafs of readers, another may value and efteem ; 
and it was the editor’s intention to accommodate himfelf to all. 

‘** Thus much he thought neceffary by way of preface. How, 
he has acquitted himfelf in the compilation, will be determined by 
the publie voice. All he will venture to fay further is, that he has 
endeavoured to inveftigate truth, perhaps with various fuccefs, If 
he differ from others in matter af fact, he generally gives his autho- 
rity ; if in opinion, he thought himfelf at liberty to declare it with 
temper and moderation, 

** He affccts not acold indifference to the reception which his 
labours may meet with, for that would be unnatural, and am indig- 
nity to the higheft tribunal in matters of literature. Confcious of 
his imperfections, he is fenfible he may have fallen into error 5 
but he has traduced no charatter, nor wilfully mifreyrefented any 
tranfaction ; and he doubts not but the generous public will exten 
that indulgence to him, which others in fimilar cafes have expe- 
rienced,” 

In treating of the name, fituation and extent of this coun- 
ty our author obferves, ‘ 

‘“« Gloucefter hire is fo called from Gloucefiew, a handfome city, 
its capital, and reype, a Saxon word, fignifying a divifion, from 
rcypan, to cut or feparate. The inhabitants of this county and 
Oxtordiire were called by the Romans Dobuni, which Dion has 
Wiltaken for Bondunzi, The name is fuppofed to be derived from 
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diofu, which in the Britith language figuifies deep * or low. By prea 
the Dobuni, therefore, were orig:inaliy meant the inhabitants of the Sax 
vale county ; but gradually the word obtained a larger fignifica- a ris 
tion ; for, .as they increafed, and removed to the higher lands, they of 
were neverthelefs confidered as belonging to, and retained the fide 
{ame name with the people of the vale trom whence they came, tor abo! 
in all countries the richer foils have been + firit inhabired, but the hill 
people multiplying extend their limits, tili by degrees, the lefs ho- Wi 
fpitable hill and woodlands yield to cultivation. ling 
** When the Romans were in Britain, there was no fuch parti- ed i 
cular diftriét as Gloucefterfhire. After they had fubdued this part bri 
of the ifland almoft as far as Scotland, they divided it into Britannia qui 
Primatt Secunda, The tra& of country, which we now call Glou- im] 
cefterfhire, lay in both provinces, becaufe the river Severn divided as 
them for a confiderable length. ‘That part which lay on the S. F. of ch 
the river Severn was in Britannia Prima, under the government of on 
the prefident refiding at London. The other part, onthe N. W. of ap 
the Severn, which was formerly much more woody than at pre- fo 
fent, and had been poffefled by the Silures, was ta Britaua‘a Svcun- we 
da, under the government of the prefident Yefiding at Caerleon, in 
Monmouthhhire. fi 
*¢ Afterthe Romans quitted Britain, in the q76:h year from cc 
Julius Czefar’s coming over, the Saxons at length ieized the reins de 
of government, and the bett part of the ifland falling into their d 
hands, was divided into feven kingdoms, of which Mercia was ™ 
one. At this time we know nothing of any fmaller divifion of ter- 
ritory, for the name of Desuni, which dittinguifhed the inhabitants al 
of Glouceflerfhire and Oxfordthire, was utterly loft. c 
“¢ When the Saxons, under the Heptarchy, were firft converted J 
to chriftianity, the kingdom and the diccefe were of the fame di- X 
menfions, under one king and one bifhop. The firft fubdivifion of v 
kingdoms under them feems to be of ecclefiattical eftablifhment; t 
for in the yeat 679 the kingdom of Mercia was divided into five : 
bifhopricks, of which, Florence of Worcefter faith, Wiccia ¢ was 
the firft. 
** The province of Wiccia was probably of the fame extent 
, 


with the ancient bifhoprick of Worcetter, containing all that part 
of Gloucefterthire fituate on the S. E. of the Severn, with the city 
of Briftol, the greateft part of Wercefterfhire, and near the half 
of Warwickthire, including the town of Warwick. 

_ “ Why the Saxons gave this province and its inhabitants the re- 
ipett:ve names of Wiceig and V icces, isnot abfolutely certain, Mr. 
Camden, at the beginning of his account of Gloucefterfhire, witlr 






* Mr. Camden has thewn, that many places have taken their names from fuch 
<euety of which Catabathmasin Africa, and Deepdale in Britein, are ine 
stances. 

+ And men firft building towns themfelves,: did wifely feat ftill in the boun- 
teous vale, whofe Lu:thened pafture bears the moft abundant fwarth, Drayton's 
Polioll. {. 14h. 

] Wiccia is {aid to contain 3¢0 hides of land. Camb. cof. cexxv. 
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preat diffidence conjectures, that the names might come from rhe 
Saxon word auc, which fome have thought to fignity the creek of 
a river, and that becaufe the Wicces or Wiccii dwelt about the mouth 
of the Severn, they obtained that appellation. Bur if ir be con- 
fidered, that in Edgar’s charter to Ofwald, the Corefwold country 
about Biotkley and Iceombe, is called * Mons Wiccifca, Wiccian 
hill; and that Sceorftan, is exprefsly faid by Florennus, to be in 
Wiccia, all at a great diftance from any large river, one would wil- 
lingly find a better reafon for the name, which I think the fame learn- 
ed author has given in another place. In this province were many $ 
briny wells, which the ancient Englith in their language called 
wiches, whence with little trouble they made fale; and it is not 
improbable but that 4 iccia might thence obtain its name, efpecially 
as the wiches were fo confiderable, that falt was anciently the 
chief article of commerce in that country. There is art prefent 
only one of them remaining, the others being clofed up, becaufe it 
appears by ancient writings, that they were confined to one place 
for the making of falt, to prevent the too great confumption of 
wood, 

“* Gloucefterfhire was undoubtedly firft fo called when it was 
firft made a county, which fignifies the fame as fhire ; the one 
coming from the French the other from the Saxon language, both 
denoting one of thofe portions into which the whole kingdom is 
divided, for the better government of it and for the more eafy ad- 
miniftration of juftice. 

“ The dividing of the kingdom into counties has generally been 
attributed to king Alfred. Ingulphus affirms ir, but Selden has 
clearly demonftrated the contrary. The pagi and provincia, which 
Ingulphus mentions in the following paflage, Totius Anglia pagos 
& provincias in comitatus primus omnium commutavit, were the fame 
with the comitatus or fhires. And before Altred’s time, thefe pagé 


had their ealdormen in them. Thofe of Berkthire, Devonshire and ° 


Somerfetthire, were Ethelwolfus, Ceorle and A®nulf, under king 
Athelwolfe, father of Alfred, as they are expreisly mentioned by 
Afferius Menevenfis, who lived in king Alfred’s time. And we al- 
fo learn, by the fame ancient author, and by Ethelwerd, another 
writer of the Saxon times, that Ealhere, or Alchere, was ¢. dor 
man of Kent and Auda, or Wuda, of Surry, at the fame time that 
Ofric was ealdorman of Dorfer. Farther, the charter of the foun- 
dation of Crowland abbey, granted by king Ethelbald, was fub- 


* Spelman reads it corruptly Monte Wittifca, and the Monaficon more corrupte 
ly Wibifea. Add. 10 Camden, col. 617. 

t The old Chactuliry mentions a falt-pit in the boundaries of Scepwafcetune 
[Shipiton upon Stowr] a falt-well adjacent to Iccomb, on the weit ; a road called 
Salt-ftreet, near Euinlode; a falt-pit, or Saltere welan, in the limits of Wule- 
frinton, to the eat of Worcefter. But the {prings that were mo‘ famous and 
have furvived the memory of al! their rivals, are thoie near the river Salwarp, 
which gave both name and fubfiftence to a town that grew upon their margin, 
now diftinguithed by the name of Droit-Wich ; in Domefday calied Wich, in 
Saxon charters Wic and fometimes Salt-Wic. Green's Surwey of Worcefter, p-15+ 
Vou. X, Ff {cri 
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{eribed by the comites of Leicefter and Lincoln : and laftly, the ori. 
ginal laws of Ina, king of Weftfex, anno. 720, fay, That if an 
ealdorman were guilty of anefcape, Polize hir reype, perdat 
comitatum fuum; i. e. he fhould lofe fhire. Alfred, therefore, could 
not be the firft that began to divide the kingdom into counties. 

*¢ This county lies in the Oxford circuit; is bounded on the 
N. W. bv Heretordthire, on the E. by Oxfordfhire and 2 {mall part 
of Berkthire, on the S. by Wilthhire, and on the W. by part of 
Somerfetthire, the Britith channel, and Monmouthfhire. It extends 
itfelf in length from the parith of Clifford-Chambers, near Strat- 
ford upon Avon, to Clifton, beyond the city of Briftol in a S. W. 
direction, about feventy ftatute miles, and in breadth from Leac- 
lade, N. W. to the parifh of Prefton, in the hundred of Botloe, 
about forty fuch miles. Draw a ftraight line lengthwife through 
the county, to touch each of the two firft-mentioned places, and 
another line to crofs it, from one of thofe points of extreme breadth 
to the other, and they will interfeét about Shurdington, nearly at 
right angles. 


(To be continued.) 








Sketches of the natural, civil and political State of Swifférland ; in 
a Series of Letters to William Melmoth, Efg. from William 
Coxe, M. A. Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge, and Chap- 
lain to his Grace the Duke of Marlborough. 8vo. 6s. boards. 
Dodfley. 

(Concluded from fage 168.) 


According to our provife laft month, we refume this en- 
tertaining article, and fhall feleét, for the information of 
our readers, Mr, Coxe’s concite account of the Helvetic Union, 
and its effential objeéts. This, in fome meafure, alleviates 
the drudgery of our office, at this barren feafon of literature, 
when but few productions of merit make their appearance. 

*¢ From the firit tormation of the Helvetic Union, additional cantons 
were, from time to time, admitted into it, until at length the re- 
ception of Appenzet finally clofed the confederacy. During thefe 
intervals, feveral of thofe republics, which atterwards became 
members of the general league, were only allies of fome of the 
particuiar cantons; enjoying the fame privileges, and ftanding in 
the fame relation, as the pretent allies and affociates of the United 
States. Among thefe, Fribourg and Solevre, having, upon the 
conclufion of the war with Charies the Bold, entered into an alli- 
ance with Zuric, Berne and Lucerne, demanded to be admitted 
intb the Helvetic Union. This alliance was confidered by the other 
combined cantons as a breach of their ancient treaty ; accordingly 
they refufed to receive them. The difpute grew warm ; hoftilities 

were 
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were upon the point of breaking out, when a native of the canton 
of Underwalden fingly effected a reconciliation, and faved his coun- 
try from all the impending horrors of a civil war. 

‘* The name of this celebrated perfon was Nicholas de Thre : 
he had formerly filled the office of Laxdamman* of the canton of 
Underwalden, with the higheft advantage to his reputation ; but 
fuddenly retiring from the world, in a fit of gloomy fuperitition, 
unworthy of his virtues and character, he turned hermit. and prac- 
tifed all the feverities of that auttere mode of lite with the ftrictett 
obfervance. But although the flame of patriotifm was fmothered 
in his breaft by an ill-direéted zeal for miftaken duties, it was not 
extinguifhed ; and he no fooner heard, in the depth of his folicude, 
of thofe public animofities which threatened a fatal breach between 
the confederate cantons, than his patriotifm prevailed over his fu- 
peritition, and he quitted his unprofitable hermitage in order to ex- 
ert thofe active and public virtues, the very loweft of which fingly 
outweighs whole years of ufelefs and unrequired mortifications. 
Accordingly, this extraordinary man prefented himfelt betore the 
deputies atlembled at Stantz, and fo forcibly reprefented to them, 
by his conciliating and perfuafive eloquence, the deftructive con- 
fequences that would atiend their difunion, that they chofe him ar- 
biter of the difpute. The confequence was, that by his fole me- 
diation all differences between the contendiny parties were amicably 
fettled, and Fribourg and Soleure were received into the Helvetic 
confederacy. Upon this occafion, the eight ancient cantons en- 
tered into a covenant, called the Convention of Stantz ; by which 
~ — articles of union and mutual protection were permanent- 
y fixed. 

‘“* The articles to which Fribourg and Soleure acceded upon 
their admiflion into the league, together with the above-mentioned 
convention, are confidered, by all the beft hiftorians of Swifferland, 
as the great bafis of the foederal union between thefe celebrated 
ftates. The fubfequent reception of the three other cantons, Ba- 
fil, Schaffhoufen, and Appenzet, made no change therein; they 
having fubfcribed to the fame terms which Fribourg andj Soleure 
had accepted. Not to enter, however, into a minute detail of this 
particular convention, I will endeavour to lay before you a fhort, 
but clear, view of the Helvetic confederacy. 

‘* The code of public law, if 1 may fo exprefs it, between the 
combined republics of Swifferland, is founded upon the treaty of 
Sempach in 1393; upon that at Stantz, and upon the treaty of 
peace concluded at Araw between the Proteftant and Catholic can- 
tons. It appears from thefe feveral treaties, which include or en- 
large thofe which preceded, that the Helvetic Union is a perpetual 
defenfive alliance between the thirteen independent contracting po- 
wers, to protect each other by their united forces againtt all foreign 
enemies whatfoever. Accordingly, if any member of the union 


* The Landamman is the firft magiftrate ; in each diftrit there are two, who 
administer the office alternately, and are confirmed ycarly. 
f2 fhould 
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fhould be attacked, that particular canton has a right to demand 
fuccours from the whole contederate body : and, in cafe of war, 
the feveral forces to be fupphied by each canton are precifely fpeci- 
fied. It appears, h wever, from the ftipulations to which the five 
latter cantons agreed, that they do not in every refpeét enjoy equal 
prerogatives with the might ancient ones. For, the latter referved 
to themfelves a right, in cafe the quettion for declaring war againtt 
any tore'gn flate tho d he unanimoy/ly carried in their aflembiy, ta 
require the affitance Of -he other cantons, without affigning the 
morive of fuch their iefolution: whereas, the former cannot com- 
mence hoft lities without tc confent of the confederates ; and if 
the enemy be willing to enrer into a negociation concerning the 
matter in difpute, it muit be reterred to the arbitration of the eight 
anvient cantons. It is farther ftipulated, that if a war fhould break 
out berween the laft-mentioned cantons, the others are to obferve a 
frit neutrality. 

“ The next effential objeé of the league is, to preferve peace 
and good order among the feveral cantons. It is theretore cove- 
nanted, that all public difcords of this nature fhall be finally fet- 
tled between the conrending parties in an amicable manner ; and 
t rthis purpofe particular judyes and arbiters are expreisly ap. 
pointed, and empowered to compote the diffentions that may hap- 
pen to arife. To this is added a reciprocal guarantee of the forms 
of government eftablithed in the reipeive commonwealths ; for 
by the convention of Stantz it was agreed, in order to prevent in- 
ternal factions and revolts in any of the allied cantons, that, in 
cafe of rebellion, the magiftracy of fuch canton fhould be affifted 
by the forces of the others. Accordingly the hiftory of Swiffer. 
Jand affords many inflances of protection and affiftance reciprocally 
given berween the contederates, in deteuce and iupport of the con- 
ftitution of particular cantons. 

** No feparate engagement whatfoever, which any of the can- 
tons may enter into, can be valid if inconfiftent with the fundamen- 
tal articles of this general union ; or, in other words, the recipro- 
cal contract between the members of the league, fupertedes every 
other fpecies of public obl.gation. With the toregoing exceptions, 
the feveral combined ftates are diftinét from, and independent of 
each other ; they may contraét alliances with any power, or reject 
the fame, although all the others have acceded to it: may grant 
auxiliary troops to foreign princes : may prohibit the money of the 
other cantons from being current within their own territories : may 
in pofe taxes ; and, in fhort, perform every other act of abfolute 
fovereignty. 

‘¢ The public affairs of the Helvetic body and their allies are 
difcuffed and determined in the feveral diets ; and thefe are, 

** y, The general diets, or general affemblies of the thirteen 
cantons and ot their allies. 

‘6 2, The particular diets, as thofe of the eight ancient cantons ; 
thofe of the Protettant cantons, with the deputies of the Proteftants 

of Glaris and Appengel; of the towns of St. Gallen, Bienne, and 
4 Muthaufen, 
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Muthaufen, called the evangelical conferences ; thofe of the Ro- 
man Catholic cantons, with the deputies of the Catholics of Gla- 
ris and Appenzet, and the abbot of St. Gallen, and of the republic of 
Fallais, called the Golden Alliance ; as alfo feveral others of particu- 
lar cantons, which, befides being members of the general confede- 
racy, have diftinct and feparate alliances with each other. 

‘** The ordinary meetings of the general diet are held once a 
year, and continue fitting one month : the extraordinary ones are 
fummoned upon particular occafions. This diet is principally con- 
yened to deliberace upon the beft meafures for the fecurity of the 
Helvetic body. The canton of Zuric appoints the time and place 
of meeting, and convokes the deputies by a circular letter. The 
deputy of the laft-mentioned canton alfo prefides, unlefs the diet 
is holden in the territory of any of the other cantons ; in which 
cafe, the deputy of that canton in which the aflembly meets is 
prefident. 

** This diet formerly affembled at Baden ; but fince the con- 
clufion of the civil war in 1712, between Zuric and Berne on one 
fide, and Lucerne, Uri, Schweitz, Underwalden and Zug on the 
other (when the five latter renounced the co regency of Baden) the 
diets have been holden at Franenfheld in Thurgan. Each canton 
fends as many deputics as it thinks proper. 

‘* The allies may be divided into affociate, and into confederate 
fates: of the former are the abbot and town of Sr. Gallen, the 
towns of Bienne and Muthaufen: of the latter are the Grifons and 
republic of the Vallais ; the town and republic of Geneva; the 
principality of Neuchatel, and the bifhop of Bafil. 

‘* The ftates thus comprifed under the general denomination of 
affociates and confederates, enjoy, by virtue of this union, a total 
independence on all foreign dominion, and partake of all the privi- 
leges and immunities granted to the Swifs in other countries. And, 
notwithftanding fome of thefe ftates are allied only with fome par- 
ticular cantons, yet in cafe any of them fhould be attacked, thofe 
cantons with whom they are in alliance would not only fupply 
them with fuccours, but would alfo require the joint affittance of 
the other cantons ; fu that by thefe means, fhould any one member 
of the whole body be attacked, all the others would come to its 
defence, either as guarantees themfelves, or as auxiliaries of the 
actual guarantees.” 

This general account of the Helvetic Union, as Mr. Coxe 
frankly acknowledges, has been principally extracted from 
authentic authors, who have profeffedly treated on that fub- 
je&t. And he further informs us, that fome Swifs gentle- 
men, well verfed in the conftitution of their country, have 
confirmed to him the authenticity of his relations. 

The following Appendix, No. I. is a proper fupplement to 
the foregoing extract. 


% ‘* The following table exhibits at one view the prefent order of 


the thirteen cantons, and the «ra of their reception into the Helve- 
tig confederacy, 
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The eight ancient cantons. 


Zuric Reformed religion 1360 
Berne ditto 1362 
Lucerne Catholic 1332 
Uni ditto 1316 
Schweitz ditto 1326 
Underwalden ditto 1316 
Zug ditto ' 1352 
Glaris mixed 1351 
The five new cantons. 
Bafil Reformed 1g0r 
Fribourg Catholic 1481 
Soleure ditto 1481 
Scaffhaufen Reformed 1501 
Appenzel mixed 1513 


*¢ The quota of troops to be furnifhed by each canton in cafe of 
war, will appear from the following diitribution, which was fixed 
in 1668, in order to form a confederate army of 9600 men. The 
fame proportion to be obferved if an augmentation of troops might 





be thought neceffary. 

Zuric _—__ 1400 
Berne — _ 2000 
Lucerne oad 1200 
Uri = ae 400 
Schweitz — 600 
Underwalden ———— 400 
Zug —— —_ 400 
Glaris _ 400 
Bafil —— 400 
Fribourg — 8.0 
Soleure _ — 600 
Schaffhaufen _— 400 
Appenzet —_—_—_— 600 

g600 





Mr. Coxe refts the hiftorical and political parts of his let- 
ters upon the authority of Guillimanus de rebus Helvetiorum, 
Hiftoire de la Confederation Helvetique, Stanyan’s Account 
of Swifferland, Di€tionaire de la Suiffe, Hiftoire des Revolu- 
tions de la Haute Allemagne. He alfo availed himfelf of 
feveral occafional pieces of unqueftionable credit, which, as 
he aflerts, he found in the reipeétive places to’ which they 
relate, 
Mr. Coxe, as a travelling companion in the clo/et, has me- 
ritted our approbation ; therefore, without hefitation, we re- 


commend his performance asa ufeful companion for future ° 


travellers through Swiff-riand, O. 
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Tie Satires of Perfius, paraphraftically imitated, and adapted to the 
times. With a Preface, by E. B. Greene, E/q. 8vo. 23, 
Dodiley. 


Aulus Perfius Flaccus, the fatirift, flourifhed under Nero 
the emperor. He was a native of Volterra in Tufcany. 
His eftate entitled him to a feat among the Equeftrian order ; 
and he was allied to families of the higheft diftin€&tion. This 
is falfely contradi€ted by fome, who affert, that he was in 
mean circumftances, and wrote for his daily fupport. This 
they feem to gather from the prologue to his firft fatire, but 
there, he ironically ftrikes at others, and covers the poignancy 
of the inveétive, by the introduétion of himéfelf, 

He loft his father Flaccus when he was about fix years old. 
Fulvia Sifenna his mother was afterwards married to Fufius 
a Roman knight, but fhe buried him alfo, ina few years, 

Till twelve years of age, he ftudied at Volterra ; and after 
that period, profecuted his ftudies at Rome, under Polemon 
the grammarian, Virginius the orator, and Cornutus* a 
Stoic philofopher ; with the laft of whom he contraéted an in- 
timate friendfhip, which continued through the remainin 
part of his life. And in his will he bequeathed him his li- 
brary, and a large fum of money. Cornutus only accepted 
po library, and gave the fum of money to the fifters of Per- 
lus. 

His works con ‘ft of fix Satires, which are introduced with 
a prologue, Thefe contain excellent morality, and a fubli- 
mity of fentiment ; but an unwarrantable licentioufnefs is too 
evident in fome paflages to be denied ; had he lived longer 
perhaps, the world would have been favoured with more of his 
productions. On that account his early death (viz. at 28) 
is much to be regretted. But from thefe that are left, we may 
form a judgment, what he could have performed with fuch 
a genius, matured by more time, and brought to perfegtion 
by a fullerexperience. Some pieces, indeed, were fuppref- 
fed through the friendly advice of Cornutus. 

Quintilian informs us how highly he was efteemed where 
he fays. Multum et vere gloria quamvis uno libro Perfius me- 
ruit, And Martial. . 

Sepius in libro memoratur Perfius uno. 


Quam levis in tota Marfus Amaxoni de. 


* Mr. Greene (in Pref, 19) calls Cornutus the Stoic philofopher of the om 
inous name. Is this affeétation ? Or is Mr. G, nunerandusinter munitum fodaliti- 
um? If fo, he deferves pity for his feelings. é 

Bifhop 
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Bifhop Burnet in his Pa/oral Letter, recommends the fatireg 
of Perfius (together with the tenth Satire of Juvenal fo muck 
admired) to the ferious perufal and praétice of the clergy of 
his diocefe, as good common places for their fermons, and 
as the ftore-houfes and magazines of moral virtues, from 
whence they may draw out, as occafion required, every affi- 
ftance requifite to accomplifh a virtuous life. 

Under the tuition of Cornutus he was fellow difciple with 
Lucan, who paft great encomiums on his verfes at their re- 
cital, which circumftance rarely occurs among poets of the 
fame rank, His acquaintance with Seneca commenced very 
late, but as their difpofitions were oppofite, this fituation was 
not agrceable-to Perfius. 

In his Satircs he was profefledly an imitator of Horace ; of 
whom as a fatirift he gives a juft and excellent charaéter in 
the following lines. 

Omne vafer vitium ridenti Flaccus amico 
Tangit, et admiffis circum praecordia ludit. 

But his turn is different from Horace. He abounds with 
more feverity, and both wounds and infults, His method is 
obfcure, and therefore great claffical knowledge, and an inti- 
mate acquaintance with the Roman hiftory and antiquities 
are effentially neceflary to underftand him perfe€tly. Unlefs 
the reader be thus furnifhed, his frequent allufions to ancient 
cuftoms, perfons, and events muft be unintelligible.. This, our 
paraphraftical imitator hath not duly confidered ; for in the per- 
formance before us, we really find ob/curum fer obfcurius. 
Virtue fhines in the writings of Perfius, this makes up ina 
great meafure for the unevennefs of the poetry. And itis 
apparent, that he was naturally fond of obfcurity. The dan- 
ger of the times may be adduced to pailiate and excufe this 

efeét, efpecially when the difcourfe turned on the emperor. 
But Mr. Greene can lay claim to no fuch indulgence, and to 
be plain, we fhall not grant it him, 

Of Mr, Greene’s merit and genius in the poetic walk, we 
have already given our opinion, viz. in our critique on his 
tranflation of Pindar, where we faid that he © out-Pindared 
Pindar,” and here verily, Mr. G. in obfcurity hath excelled 
his original. 

The obtervation of the late ingenious and learned Mr. 
Weft relative to Cowley’s Pindar is extremely applicable to 
Mr. G’s Satires of Perfrus, here exhibited to the public : 
that they have not the leaft refemblance to the manner of the 


author (ob/curity excepted) whom they pretend to imitate, or 


if any, “tis tuck a refemblance only as is exprefled by the 
Italian 
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hatin word, Caricatura, a monftrous and diftorted like- 
nefs be) 

Mr. Greene hath miftaken fu/fian for dignity, and in order 
to raife his expreffions fuperior to vu/gar language, he hath 
lifted them beyond the reach of common apprehenfions. We 
fuppofe he efteemed it a /uperlative mark of genius, in that 
great ingenuity is required to develope his meaning, if he 
has any meaning at all, that lies lurking under the veil. To 
obviate this complaint, he fhould have given a fey to unlock 
his my/tic jargon, and a clue to unravel his heterogeneous 
images. 

For the fatisfaétion of our readers, we will quote a few 
lines, and make fome obfervations, as we proceed, though 
dullnefs makes the tafk very tedious. But we Reviewers are 
endowed with an enlarged fhare of patience, not inferior to that 
of the man of Uz. Bardlings cannot refufe their teftimony 
to this aflertion. Firft, and foremoft : we do not approve, 
“ Joy's faithful arms,” the figure is ftrained too far, and the 
perionification unnatural. 

Wit ever was and ever-will be poor, 
Pow’r welcome gives, fhall Satire fhur the door ? 

Yes, truly ! and that with ftrong bolts, unlefs under better 
care, than Mr. Greene’s, and never appear out more; no, 
not even with the dat, and the folemn bird of night, that com- 
plains **t0 the moon,” fuo ferali carmine. 

—---- Tom, Dick, above—below ! 
Thy voice—erack’d trumpet of a puppet-fhow.” 

Mr. G, for the benefit of his readers, (im cafe he meets with 
any) hath {ubjoined the original, 

“4rcadia@ pecuaria rudere credas, 

Moft people, we conceive, are acquainted with the /ong- 
eared animal of Arcadia. But left any fhould be ignorant, 
we inform them that it is an a/s, we, for our parts, can fee 
fo analogy between the “ crack’d trumpet of apuppet-/how,” 
and the braying of an o/s. Perhaps Mr. Greene’s. organs 
of hearing may be vitiated, and fo he was led into this error. 





Humanum eft errare. 


Were Mr. G.’s fenies colleéted, or gone a wool-gathering, 
when he penned the following lines ? 
** Like pamper’d chicks of princes drop to reft, 
By pap, and lap, foft note, and fofter breaft. 
Student of life! Why indulgence claim, 
Nor pen, nor paper, but thyfelf to blame ?” ; 
‘Veriffim: diGum. ‘Applicable to’ Mr. Greene himfelf. 
Lét every man and thing bear the proper and deferved burden. 
Vou. X. Gg This 
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This isequitable. Let not the pen and paper, as inftruments 
be cenfured for the folly and vanity of the writer. 

After animadverting on fome brother bards, Mr. G, pro- 
ceeds thus ; 

‘* Peace to all fuch! nor wine the pompous care 
Of found the numbers, anda mufe of air: 

A fume of words, anemptinefs ot thought, 

Thy letter’dfmiles, my Granta, never taught.” 

If Granta ever taught Mr.G. a great deal, he was unwil- 
ling to deprive any family of its juft right and property, fo 
at his departure, he left all again to Granta, to be enjoyed 
by her legitimate offspring—for, here, undoubtedly, a pompous 
emptine/s of thought prevails, But what fays Horace ? 

Expellas naturam furca, tamen ufque vecurret. 

The following line is xaufeous, et plebeium fapit. 

‘© Nor chew th’ infectious /pittle of a Peer. 
And his ‘* fool of folly” muft be a fool indeed ! 

We have been more copious on this article, than we other- 
wile fhould, had not an apprehenfion ftarted up, that to fay 
littic of it would difpleale Mr. Greene. For he feems to be 
one of thofe authors, whom the cacoethes feribendi hath feized 
in a violent degree, evento a delirium, and on that account 
had rather be dumued to fame than pafled by unnoticed. How- 
ever, in our official capacity, we advife Mr, Greene in fome 
pure fount, with regard to poetry, 

‘** To wath each ftain away.” 

For reafon cries, ** fond trifler ceafe !” 
_ Through our critical /peflacles we perceive a mifnomer in the 
title-page, inftead of ** paraphraflically” read ** fantaflically.” 
Periculo noftro, 





4 Preliminary Difcourfe ; wherein are delineated the very great 
Diforders which prevail in Affairs of Infirance; their princi- 
pal Caufes explained, and Methods propojed for better Regulation 
and Prevention : together with the Plan of an entire new and 
comprehenfive Work (preparing for the Prefs) containing the 
Theory, Laws, and Praélice of Infurance in general, By 


Fobu Wefkett, Merchant. Richardion and Urquhart. fol. 


No price, 


A complete treatife on infurance has been long wanted, 


and will be a moft defirable publication, if executed-with the 
care and attention that fuch a laborious werk requires. Mr. 
.- Wetket 
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Wefkett promifes us fuch a one, and we are happy to find a 
gentleman, practically verfed in the fubject, has undertaken 
it, The prefent publication is a kind of introduétion to it, 
and is partly intended to point out the abfolute neceffity. of 
fuch a treatife ; but as that feems univerially allowed, it is 
needlefs to repeat any of the arguments he has ufed to prove 
it: every one is fenfible of the utility of a well digefted 
code, or fyftem of principles, rules and inftruétions relative 
to infurance. 

“‘ Itis, however, very remarkable, and much to be lamented, 
that among all the maritime nations of Europe, in Great-Britain 
only, where it is moft needful, there fhould be neither any fuch 
public code or ordinance, comprifing every requilite direction and 
regulation; nor any chamber, court, or perfons whatfoever, ap- 
appointed by authority, for the adjutting of lofles, averages, &c, 
and deciding in a certain, judicial and /ammary way, all matters of 
difference ; but that, on the contrary, through that extenfive ocean 
of affairs and incidents which infurance embraces, every one is 
left without any fafe chart, or inteldigent inftructor, to be governed 
merely by his own private, and, in general, w#informed opinion.” 

He then proceeds to expatiate on the negligent manner in 
which the averages and loffes are generally adjufted by many 
of the under-writers ; owing, as he hints, often to want of 
a competent knowledge of the fubjet, and not unfrequently 
to the implicit faith they place in fome leading under-writer, 
whom, he fays, the reft foilow like fheep. 

‘* It has been, for a confiderable time p.it. a very ufual, though 
a very difyraceful obfervation, in our courts of judicature, amongtt 
the council employed in infurance caufes, that  waderavriters are 
like a flock of Jhccp ;’ alluding to the inconfideration, indolence, or 
incapacity, with which many of them perform their bufinefs ; and 
their aptitude to follow implicitly the example of a leader; or any 
one who, perhaps with as little judgment or information as them- 
felves, fir? fubfcribes a policy ; or without enquiry, firft figns 
thereon an adjuttment of a lofs, average, &c. and afterwards, when 
fome one or other, whofe attention may have been awakened, his 
fears alarmed, or his eyes opened, by a difcernment of fome falls- 
cy, of difcovery of fome fraud, the whole flock, too late, take 
fright; and, being puzzled in the maze of their confufed ideas, 
but faft bound in the pen, difpute fucceeds, and they find them- 
felves obliged to run wildly into a court of juftice for redrefs 5 
which however, is feldem to be found there, from the great difficul- 
ty of afcertaining fads, and of bringing forth the real merits of an 
infurance caufe; and the occafion for which. by a previous, mode- 
rate acquaintance with, and an habitual attention to what they were 
about, and to the nature and circumflances ot the rifque, or demand, 
might have been entirely avoided, as well as the i/liberal garrulity at 
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‘* Nothing is. however, more common, in cafes where an undere 
writer happens to find that there is fomething very erroneous, or ine 
jurious to him in the demand, the accounts, re ftating, or making 
up of an average, lofs, &c. om a policy, and even fomething very 
Fraudulint in the tranfactions concerning it, which has not b-en per- 
ceived by fome one or more, perhaps leading underwrite:s. whe 
may have unfkiifully, or negliyently figned an adjuitment on it, and 
whofe cuttom probably it is, never to look into any thing, but te 
take all things on the taith of infurers, or the affurance of brokers, 
or leave them tothe profound wifdom and fagacity of a clerk.” 

This negligence we can, from our own knowledge, excul- 
pate Mr. W. from, as it is a univerfal remark at Lloyd’s, 
that if Mr. W. has fettled a lofs, no one necd hefitate, we 
mean, that he is carefully attentive in fcrutinizing into all 
the circumftances, and minutely exaé in equitably ftating 
the average lofs. 

While he regrets this indolent inattention tn the under- 
writers, he laments, with great propriety, the want of fome 
commercial chamber for fettling all difputes in infurance, and 
forcibly points out the glaring impropriety of having only 
the common courts of law to apply to, and that at an enor- 
mous expence, and where too often neither judge, jury, or 
council] comprehend the merits of a cafe in infurance, and 
where the pleaders not unfrequently fubftitute perfonal fcur- 
rillity and verbal quirks for found argument. 

He then propofes the plan for a mercantile court, which 
is well conceived, and, we think, would be amazingly benefi- 
eial to every body but—lawyers. From this he is naturally 
led to the fubjeét of frauds (of which he gives a lift) a iub- 
je&t much too copious, and what is greatly encouraged by the 
defeé& in our laws, which (except in a very few inftances) 
hold out no punifhment for frauds in inturing. Several 
claufes of foreign maritime laws are quoted as proper to be 
enacted in this kingdom, 

Other methods are mentioned te affift in preventing a6 
well as in diicovering frauds, which if you have no pofitive 
evidence, can at pretent only be enquired into by the tedious 
and expenfive procefs of a bill in chancery ; for, as our au- 
thor fays, 

** The culpable parties, with the affiftance of their lawyers, 
will, in general, frame their anfwers fo evafively, that, were they 
produced as evidence at law, they would need no other in their fa- 
vour ; nor to mention the great expence of {uch bills and anfwers, 
extending through the ingenuiry of lawyers to z00, and even to 
‘400 pages, or more, each, in fome inftances, merely to yet a /ingle 
material fa@; or to afcertain a fiagle que/tion, which might be re- 
folved in halt a dozen words; or, by producing fome one —— 
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letter, or paper only,.and which, after all, remains unexplained, and 
as much in the dark as before, 

‘ In fhort, the xjuf treatment which iz/urers receive in various 
re{pects, calls aloud tor redre/s. It is certain that not a day, not 
an hour paffeth, but there are to be heard exclamations, on the 
part of infurers at large, of the repeated wrongs done to them ; and 
it is as certain that thofe continual complaints are but too well 
founded.” 

The author.is very fevere alfo on infurance brokers, whee 
ther juftly or not, is not for us todetermine. We cannot, 
however, help joining him in dilapproving of the broker 
(who ought to be the-only medium man) veing frequently 
at the fame time both merchant and underwriter. We alfo 
higly reprobate the gaming policies difgracing Lloyd’s coffees 
houfe—D’Eon’s fex, &c. is not a mercantile concern. 

Such policies ought not even to be tolerated at the gambe 
ling exchange of bulls and bears. 

The author then gives the defien and plan of his treatife 
on iniurance, which it appears is nearly ready for the prets, 
and is inthe alphabetic form. If compleated agreeable to 
the propofals (of which we entertain no doubts) it cannot 
fail of proving one of the moft valuable commercial books 
extant. 

When publifhed we fhall give it an immediate and careful 
examination ; till then we muft poftpone concluding this ar- 
ticle, with a recommendation to Mr. W. to be careful in 
making a proper diftin€tion between the intentional fraud of 
a rogue and the accidental miftakes of the honeft merchant. 
Infurance muft ever be on a generous and liberal plan, which rule 
has raifed the reputation of the London underwriters {uperior 
to thofe of other countries, R. 





Columella ; or, the Difiref? Anchoret; a colloquial Tale, in 2 
vols. by the Author of the Spiritual Quixote,  Dodfley. 
12mo. 5s. 


In the multiplicity of winter bufinefs, when (in a literary 
fenfe) it is rather a giu¢ than a famine in the land, it fre- 
quently happens that, the limits which we mutt, neceflarily, 
adhere to, and the earneft defire we have to do juftice to all 
ranks and orders of writers and ‘writings, makes us pay lefs 
attention to various articles, which, it is our wifh, more 
particularly to diftinguifh by explicit criticiim. To — 
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this, it is a branch of our duty (as impartial inveftigators) 
to refume performances that have been, any way, negleéted, 
and at the fallow feafon of the prefs, when men are rather 
colleéiing images and fubjets, than deferibing them, to re-con- 
fider what has been done, and to difcriminate accordingly, 
In the prefent fcarcity of publication we are prefented with 
leifure to glean the former harveft, and, though we are pret- 
ty cautious to leave as few fheaves behind as poffible, yet, 
for reafons, already given, and for others which belong to, 
‘and, indeed, rife out of them, fome loofe handfuls, well 
worth picking up, may efcape, and Jay claim to the notice of 
us patient labourers in the literary vineyard. 

The very ingenious little book which furnifhes the tide of 
the prefent article, is amongf the number of thofe that me- 
rit e(pecial recommendation, and tho’ we entered into a fair 
commentary on its merits and faults in a former Review, 
yet, we laid it by ona referved fhelf as an obje& of future 
obfervance when opportunity fhould offer. As a farther 
f{pecimen, therefore, of the amufement which the purchaiers 
of this work may expeét from its peruial, we fubmit to 
them the following little epifode entitled * Love in a Cot- 
tage.” 

s* Whilft the reft of the company were viewing the curiofities 
of the place, Hortenfius, for fome reafon or other, had {trolled at 
fome dittance behind the convent, where he {pied a young wocd- 
nymph crofs the glade, with a pitcher of water in her hand. She 
was a genteel-fliaped girl, and feemed about fifteen ; and though 
her trefles hung loofe about her neck, and her coats were grown too 
fhort for her, yet they fhewed her limbs to fuch advantage, and 
gave her fuch an artlefs appearance, that a young templar could not 
view fo amiable a fizure without fome emotions of pleafure, which 
tempted him to approach her with an eager curiofity : but the poor 
gitl was fo trighted, that fhe threw down her pitcher, and ran like a 
young fawn, and made her efcape to a little cottage, almoft conceal- 
ed by the wood ; whither Hortenfius ventured to purfue her. 

‘** ‘The cottage flood in a little garden, which was over-run with 
weeds, though here and there a rofe-bufh, and one or two currant~ 
trees, forced cheir way through the wild convolvulus’s that twitted 
roundthem. When he came to the houfe, it feemed to be the ha- 
bitation of poverty and wretchednefs. A tall, fair woman, howe- 
ver, who appeared to be between thirty and forty, dreffed in a gown 
which feémed to have been filk, with her hair about her ears and 
breafts almott bare, was fitting in a broken chair, and combing a lit- 
tle boy’s head, with another child afleep in the cradle, and a third 
hanging in a fwing. She looked at Hortenfius with a mixture of 
anger and contufion, as being afhamed and vexed at being feen in 
fuch a wreiched fituation. After a kind fpeech or’ two from Hor- 
tenfius, however, fhe got up, her features foftened, and fhe = 
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vered amidft her rags, an air and manner of fpeaking which a little 
furprifed him, as alfo the remains of a good face, though diftrefs 
and vexation had rather foured her features. After fome importue 
nate enquiries from Hortenfius, the told him, that fhe had been 
bred up in a manner fomewhat different from what her prefent cir- 
cumftances and appearance might give him room to imagine. In 
fhort, on Hortenfius’s urging her to acquaint him with fome particu- 
Jarsof her ftory, the with fome reluctance thus began. 

‘¢ My father,” fays fhe, ** was a younger brother of a gentle. 
man’s tamily, and was bred to a genteel bufinefs in London ; but 
foon after he was out of his apprenticethip, a diftant relation died, 
and unfortunately left hima {mal} eftate of aboutfive hundred pounds 
a year. I fay, unfortunately, becaufe, inftead of purfuing his 
profeffion in town, asin prudence he fhould have done, and increaf- 
ing his fortune, he retired into the country and fpent it. He 
married a genteel woman of a good family, but of a {mall fortune; 
and living the idle life of a country ‘fquire, keeping dogs, horfes, 
and a great deal of middling company, he foon diffipated his flender 
revenues, and in a few years was reduced toa ftate of indigence, 
which broke my poor mother’s heart; and he himfelf took to 
drinking, and died by the time he was five and forty. 

‘¢ During our profperity however, my mother had taken care 
to give me and my two brothers a tolerable education ; but when 
fhe died we were left to the care of fervants, and indeed fpent as 
much time as we pleafed amongft them in the kitchen, as my fa- 
ther was generally engaged with one or two fottifh companions in 
the parlour. 

‘* My father always took a pride in having genteel men-fervants 
about him, whom he expected always to appear clean, as he called 
it; fo that the butler and footman were always drefled and pow- 
dered out like gentlemen. 

** We had one footman in particular, who appeared fo genteel 
in his perfon, blew the German flute fo well, and even danced a 
minuet with fo good an air (for I oace faw him do it) that I really 
fu'pected him to be fome young gentleman in difguife. For though 
my mother would never let me read romances, yet I had read feve- 
ral plays, and a good deal of poetry, which I found in my father’s 
fiudy ; and was particularly pleafed with the Beaux Stratagem, 
Love in a Village, with Prior’s Henry and Emma, and Pope’s 
Eloifa to Abelard, and the like romantic tales. 

*¢ In thort, oir, I faw fo little difference between the external 
appearance of this man, when he was drefled, and that of feveral 
country gentlemen who came to the houfe, but what was in bs 


favour, that I was eafily drawn in to liften to the nonfenfe, which 


the familiar footing that we were upon encouraged him to talk rv 
me : and this infpired him with hopes which he would not havz 
prefumed to entertain, but from my imprudence.” 

** Why,” fays Hortenfius, “ your iniftake was natural enough ; 
and I have often wondered that any gentlemen who have daughters, 


and much more any old gentlemen who have young wives, fhould 
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be fo fond of having about them the handfomeft fellows they cap 
find; and inflead of confining them to their liveries, and other 
marks of their fervile condition, fhould fuffer them to drefs more 
like gentlemen than themfelves. But pleafe to proceed in your 
ftory. 

a The fequel of my ftory,” fays fhe, ** is pretty obvious, and 
contains but a few more particulars, I muft acquaint you, how- 
ever, that about this time, a young clergyman of good tortune, 
who had larely got a living in our neighbourhood, and who cape 
often to dine with my father, faw me, and liked me ; and actually 
made overtures of marriage to my father ; who, as he was-contci- 
ous he could not give me two hundred pounds for my fortune, lift 
ened eager!p to his propofal : but as my affections wee pre engaged, 
and the young clergyman was rather a plain perfon, I faw fo much 
difference in the meie outward appearance of my two lovers, that I 
very foolifhly yave the preference to Mr. William; and thought I 
could live happier in a cottage with the man I loved, than in the 
greatett {plendor with one whom I fancied I difliked. I was conti- 
nually repeating to myfelf, 


* Fame, wealth, or titles, what are you to love ? ’ 


*¢ As Icould give no other reafon for refufing the clergyman’s 
offer, my father was extremely angry, ashe had good reafon; and 
even threatened me with the fevereft effe€ts of his refentment, if I 
didnot comply. But while the affair was in agitation, my poor 
father was attacked by a violent fever, and died in a few days. 

‘* As my father had made no will, I expected to come in for a fhare 
of what money and perfonal eftate he had left behind him. But it 
was foon difcovered that there was little more than enough to pay his 
creditors. So that my elder brother (whom he had put apprentice to 
a linen-draper in London) was not able even to fet up his trade; 
and is at this time only a foreman in the flop: my younger brother 
is aclergyman, but has only a curacy to depend upon; not one 
of thofe friezds who fhared my father’s fortune in his: profperity, 
having taken any notie of him. As 1 was now my own mires 
and had not above fitry pounds for my fortune, I thought myfelf 
very happy that William proved true to his engagements ; who, 
tho’ he might have expected me to have been a more advantageous 
match to him. yet as I believe he really loved me, did not ufe me 
with lefs kindnefs on that account. 

‘* As my fortune was juft fufficient to buy a little furniture, and 
to ftock a little fhop, we opened one in a market-town, not far from 
my native place, where we went on tolerably well for fome time : 
but as William had a tafte for fociable company, and all forts of 
country diverfions, he was always from home ; and I being very 
awkward in the management of my fhop, we foon difcovered that 
we isaded to great difadvantage. In fhort, in a very few years we 
found that a great pert of our money was fpent ; and we thavght 
it prudent to give up our houfe and fhop, and retire to a cottage 
ein the country, ata fmall rent ; where William pretended he could 
get 
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get more, and live better, by taking a little garden ground, and by 
his own labour, than he could doin a town, 

* After having lived for two or three years in a dirty part of a 
miferable country town, J was much pleafed with the thoughts of 
retiring again to fhades and folitude ; and formed to myfelf roman- 
tic ideas of a neat cottage and a little garden in the country: and as 
I flattered myfelf | fhould have more of my hufband’s company in 
a lunely place, I was quite happy in the profpect of fucha retreat, 

** But here, alas! I foon found my hopes of happinefs again 
difappointed. My hufband foon grew tired of home and continual 
labour, and let his garden run to ruin, as you fee it, Sir. He now 
and then did a day’s work for the "Squire’s gardener; but as foon as 
he received his weekly pay, he perhaps bought me and the children 
a couple of loaves, and {pent the reft in an ale-houfe. My brothers 
now and then contrive to fend me a guinea, but that anfwers no 
other end than to make my hufband idle for a week or fortnight, 
‘till it is all fpent. He is now gone to a cock-fighting, with half- 
a-crown in his pocket. If he fhould happen to have good luck, 
and win a few fhiliings, I thall not fee him again fora week: if he 
lofes his money, he will probably come home fuddled, and ufe me 
ill; then perhaps he will work for two or three days, and then be 
gone again. And this, Sir, is the comfortable life which I lead in 
this delightful folitude. 

** Hortenfius was greatly affected with the poor woman’s unhap- 
py fituation; and as the young nymph {who had left her pitcher of 
water, and efcaped to the cottage, having fmoothed her locks and 
adjufted her tattered drefs as well as it would admit of, ftood behind 
her mother peeping at the ftranger, he called her to him, and flip- 
ed two half crowns into her hands; for which the mother was go- 
ing to thank him, but her tears burfting out, fhe put her apron to 
her eyes, and turned away her face; which moving fight made 
Hortenfius hurry out of the houfe, and return to bis company with 
great expedition, reflecting on the melancholy effects of a young 
lady’s indulging fo romantic and imprudent a paffion.” 





Shenfione-Green; or the new Paradife Loft: Being a Hijiory of 
Human Nature, in 3 vols. 73. 6d. Baldwin. The Editor, 
Courtney Melmoth. 


Since our Review of this publication, a correfpondent hath 
referred to us for information, re{pefting a cixcumftance fug- 
gefted in one of the monthly prints, wherein itis aflerted, 
that Mr. MEL Mora is merely the Editor ; and that he is not 
only indebted to the late Mr. SHensTone for the liberal 
idea, on which the original #ftem is contefledly founded, but 
that the whole fabric was built up by that elegant bard. 
Var. X. Hh If 
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If this infinuation is meant to advance the reputation of 
the book, by uniting the ftrength of Shenttone to that of Mr. 
Melmoth, we might obferve the policy, but thould look in vain 
for the honefly of fuch # manoeuvre; nor fliould we eafily 
pardon the fervility of a writer, who is fufficiently known 
himfelf, in condefcending to owe an increafe of fame,*to any 
artifice whatever. Nor, except in the tendernefs of the plan, 
and the enlarged tcale on which it is conduéted, where boun- 
ty, rather than ceconomy, feems, throughout, to have been 
coniulted, do we trace, in this performance, any traces of the 
ftyle which marks the poetical Lord of the Leafowes; tho’ 
we can, and do perceive, in every page, thofe marks which 
charaéterife the compofitions of Mr, Courtney Melmoth; 
and we wonder at any attempt to pafs upon the public as a 
pofthumous piece, that produétion, which would probably 
have been well received as the labour of a living writer, 
known to purfue this path of literature. 

We pretend not to dete& the fource of the ftratagem, but 
we fecl ourfelves not a little difgufted at it; the more fo, as 
it was wnneceffary; and, with our correfpondent, we think it 
incumbeat on Mr. Melmoth, by fome means, to exculpate 
himlelf. However, as this fingular Tale hath thus again 
been brought forward, we fhall clofe our account of it with 
the following epifodical adventure related by Mr, Seabrooke. 

** Sir Benjamin Beauchamp,” faid Mr. Seabrooke, ‘* you are, 1 
find, a man to be looked at, but not followed. As foon as I heard of 
your project, I came to fee how human nature would behave, under 
the execution of fuch a whim. In Glamorganfhire, ({aid | to my- 
felf, upon reading your plan) refides a man whom I would travel 
feven times feven over the Alps, in the dead of winter to know: 
his heart mutt be the nobleft in the world. Accordingly, I travel- 
led on foot to Shenflone-Green, where, I found your difpofition even 
greater than I imagined, and I refolved to pats fome time with you in 
Paradifc, Buta very tew days elapfed before I was obliged to itretch 
myfelf on the grafs plats in the eye of the fan, that I might not fee 
too much of my fellow creatures. I every hour remarked that 
moderxz man, without the rod often fhaken over his head, and the 
whip f{macked in his ear, was as an horfe of fpirit without any bri- 
dle. The poor animals whom—to carry on the allufion—you had 
taken from the barren heath (where they were ftarving upon thiftles) 
to a place, of a fudden, in the luxuriant patture, where the corn and 
grafs came maotling to their chefls—were turned too rapidly loofe 
to become fteady. They firft grew fat, then indolent, next reftive, 
and laft wicious. I heard them fnort difdain; and I faw them lift 
the hoof againft the very benefactor, who put on their thoes, and 
gave the vigour to kick. Yet I pitied rather than blamed: I con- 
fidered whether this was pure bafenefs, or the inevitable confe- 
. quence 





qu 


ter 


ob 
the 
the 


pe 
no 
thi 
tle 


ba 
fra 
pr 








Shenftone-Green. 235 


quence of fituation, operating on peculiar temperament and charac- 
ter.—Yoo happy creatures, faid I, are ¢hete fteeds of Sir Benjamin 
Beauchamp; for which reafon they mutt oon be too miferable. 

“« Had they been timely broken to the bit, and taught an early 
obedience to the curb: had they been put into proper training, 
there is no motive to fuppofe they would not have been moft of 
them ferviceable animals —and— 

** Does nothing then but rigid difcipline create virtue, faid I, 
Mr. Seabrooke ? 

‘* No, replied Seabrooke, difcipline hath no influence over Hen- 
ry Hewit, Hackney Oldblade, Matilda Beauchamp, nor fome other 
perfons of our acquaintance. Good and gentle characters, require 
no other_impulfe to virtue than the dictate of the heart, which is 
their unerring rule of right; but the majority, being neither gen- 
tle nor good; itis neceflary to prevent the torce of bad habit or 
bad nature, by the interpofition of wholefome laws. But in Shen 
frone-Green, none of thefe could be eitablifhed confiftently with the 
proprietor’s delicacy, 

** You have /eex, you have felt the confequence, Sir Benjamin. 

** Hurt, and difgufted with feeing how impoffible it is to leave 
human beings:to their own difcretion, in the prefent ftate of fociety, 
and really concerned fo early to perceive, the abfolute madnefs of 
eftablithing a fyftem of pure obligation aid benevolence on the one 
hand, and of gratitude on the other, [ wanted yet totry, if there 
was no way for a man to be liberal without doing at the fame time 
as much harm as good. Two or three days did I contemplate this 
fubjeét, as I lav in the fun upon your grafs-plats, my friend ; and, 
at length, an idea came acrofs, which fet me upon my legs to fome 
purpole: for, I have meafured near fixty miles, in my fauntering 
way, Sir Benjamin, fince I left the Manfion-houfe, and now I am 
returned thoroughly fatisfied, that I can oppo/e our friend Shenffone in 
every part of his fcheme, Nay, I am, at this time, able to fet one 
of his obfervations againft another. Pray compare that notion of 
his from whence you took your hint, and which was, indeed, the 
foundation of the village, with what follows : 

** | have been formerly fo filly as to hope ({ays our poet in one 
of his egotifms) that every fervant I bad might be made a friend ; 
Iam now convinced, that the nature of fervitude bears a contrary 
tendency. It is the nature of fervitude alfo, to difcard all g-nerows 
motives to obedience ; and to point out no other, than thofe fcoun- 
drel ones of intereft and fear. 

‘¢ Now, take my word for it, continued Mr, Seabrooke, that ali 
penfions upon the Shexffone princtple, are too generou/ly and too large- 
hy balienial not to reduce the perion thereby benefited to a ftate ot 
flavery and obligation, which (unlefs fuch perfon happens to have 
the heart of a Henry Hewit) mutt, of neceflity, introduce idlenefs, 
which will beget voluptuoufnefs, which will terminate in vice. 

‘* Had we been convinced of thefe facts fome time ago, Mr. Sea- 
brooke, faid I, how many pangs of heart, as well as purfes of folid 
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+ T was not clear in the point myfelf, anfwered Seabrooke, till T 
had more particularly proved it in my late excurfien; of which I 
will now give you and Matilda a: account. He paufed, and then 
went On. 

** As ! grafped my hazle-ftick on the morning of my departure, 
furely, faid 1, it is pe finle for a man to be at once wife and gene. 
yous. Letustee. fo this purpote, | bent my way over the moun- 
tains, refolved to ttop at every hut or hamlet that fhould rife up in 
the road. My icheme was to do what, I tear, the Shenftonian plan 
does ni permit—namely, to try the worth of my object before I 
adminitired relief. Pigmy as 1 am, I ftood upon the galled fhoul- 
ders of that giant of yenerofity, Sir B: njamin, and fo faw farther, 
To forward this my ftrarayem, I tore cf a corner of my hat, as you 
fee, to make myfelf look properly miferable; I cut a couple ot flits 
in my thoes, picked a few holes in the moft obvious parts of my coat, 
taking care that the buttons fhould, in feveral places be wanting— 
becaufe there is nothing more denotes penury, than the dilappear- 
ance of a button, particularly, if the old threads are fuffered to 
hang about—and fhaking the powder out of my wig (which you know 
has not been acquainted with combs, fince I came into your poet- 
cal country) fallied into the pooreft part of Wales, under pretence 
ot being the poorett feilow in it. Thus accoutered, I entered every 
cottage, whofe mud walls were either bleaching on the hills, or 
fkulking amongft the vallies. 1 knocked without ceremony at every 
door, and often let myfelf in by means of a latch. Without the 
leaft ceremony I took a chair, or (if chairs were fearce) a ftool, and 
fet mylelf down with the family. If they were at dinner, I dined 
alfo; if they were at work, I joined in the buftle, and would take 
mop or broom out of the damfel’s hand, without faying a fyllable. 
You know, Matilda, what a proud odd fort of faucy beggar 1 am. 
It will be impoffible to tell you half the fingular events, which trod 
upon the heel of this tnyular conduct.—Some thought I was mad, 
others merry. Some believed I was a conjurer, others an impottor. 
What of that, I had my plan before me, and I purfued it without 
deviation. Whether I was well or ill treated, I ftayed always long 
enough to find out the hiftory of the hut; its misfortunes, its pro- 
fperitics. Hence, the characters of the prefent pofleflors were de- 
veloped of courfe. Sometimes I have entered a wretched-looked 
cottage (where penury feemed to fit flaring in a ufelefs chimney- 
corner, without a faggot to eall the blood into her fingers) and I 
have, on enguiiy, found the inhabitants fo rich in content, that I 
usred not Venturevo ‘eave with them more than half a crown, oF 
at moti five (uilings, tor tear } thould overwhelm them with fud- 
cen opecpenderce, and jo ruin the family. Had I left a whole 
euines in iuch a but, che profperity would have been fo great, that 
four girls who were then iinging at their wheels, would not have 
rm turned to ipioning till idlenefs and diffipation had made them al- 
moi fervec how to wind the wool round their lazy fingers. At 
o her times I have gone into a houte, where, by the diligence of the 
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floor was nicely fanded, the pewter fhone like mirrours, and the 
goodly rows of crockery, mended at top and bottom, garnithed the 
chimney-piece ; and yet, before I took ny leave, I have found the 
family fo truly poor, and fo abfolutely prudent, that it might be 
trutted with the enormous fum of five pounds, although it came 
pouring upon them in a /wdden fhower of gold. Such a fum did I 
give to iuch a family, Sir Benjamin, and what reafon have I (more 
than you yet know) think you, to aifure myfelf my bounty was 
well-placed? Why, you fhall hear. I took out the money juit 
atter we had been banquetting on fome excellent potatoes without 
butter, and as foon as I had told the five pounds —guineas, in fact, I 
ought to fay—4ere (faid I, to a good womaa who fat oppofite) thefe 
are to pay you for fome of the beit potatoes dreffed in the niceft 
way, and ferved up in the cleaneft manner I ever faw. As 1 chuck- 
ed the cafh acrofs the table, one of the guineas tumbled on a far- 
thing platter and broke itin two. After curtfeying, many times too 
often, and putting the money into her pocket, the gave the broken 
plate to her hufband and faid—here Robin—a farthing is a tar- 
thing, and the good gentleman has—God biefs him—given us five 
"owes that 1s no reafon why we fhould grow more extravagant 
han ufual, fo pray, Robin, mend the platter. This, Robin, who 
was the family mechanic, did ina very little time; and at night 
it bore the weight of the potatoes, warmed up a fecond time, as well 
asever. I muit not forget to tell you, though, that fometimes I 
have made my paflage into hurts, through all the faucinefs and bru- 
tality that was ever practifed, even by the pampered children of 
Shenfone-Green, 1 have met fellows that would neither fuffer me 
to fit upon ftool or chair who have oppoted my entering into any 
convertation, and retufed to give me a cruft, when | affected to be 
in the mifery which my appearance juitfied. But, having authority 
in my hand, I always in fuch cafes, 7. e. afrer 1 found them reprobate 
—put my hand quietly into my pocket, and then took trom my 
purfe eight or ten guineas, under pretence of wanting change: 
then, having thoroughly opened every mouth with wonder, and 
filenced every tongue with thame, I was generous enough to give 
the ungraterul rafcals a waist Le, and fet off tor treth auvenctures. 
“ Thus, continued Mr, Seabrocke, have 1 prowed my teliow- 
creatures before I trufted them. 
** Would to God, Mr. Seabrooke, I had done the fame. 

** Let the fee, here is my note-book, antwered seabiouke, taking 
a fheet of paper folded in the form of a memoranduim-book, out 
of which, he read as follows : ; 

** Charges of Mr, Seabrooke during his journey over fome of 
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N. B, Three pounds more would have ru:ned both 

families. 
To four fpinners o 4 0 
Toa deaf hedger ame O15 0 


NN, B. 





é 
’ 
\b 
‘“ 
: ' 
' 
hi 
a , 
:e} 
tf eh 
wf 
» om 
i” 
* * 





























Ri ee: saat - 5 
ey 
~ 
ee = 





| 
i 







































































238 Shenftone-Green. 


N. B. Found the hedger whiftling in a ditch at his 
work: but the fum made him grave, and fo he 
left off whifiling. The gift thould not have ex- 
ceeded 1s. 6d. which would have made him whittle 
louder than before. This, however, was the only 
extravagance [ committed in my whole journey : 
bur, alas! the hedger was at the ale-houfe tor 
three days and nights. I am always partial to 
WHISTLERS. 

To fetting up a young man with four fheep, two 
hogs, a horie, a cart, and a cow, 

N. B. Very fober and going to be married to a 
young woman who has a fortune of twenty gui- 
neas. The giri’s father refufed his confent before, 
but he is now thought a very good match. 

To a woman who was prudent enough to mend het 
farthing platter juit after the had received five gui- 
neas as a prefent, —— _ 

To a traveller who gave me the /argef half of an 
oaten cake as I fat by the road fide, and brought 
me fome {pring water in his hat, — 

N.B. All in crown pieces, becaufe I wifhed him to 
have the /argeff money I had about me. 

To an odd little man with whom I walked near three 
miles, becaufe he faid he was richer than me, 
after I had puiled out my purfe, and fhowed him 
the contents. 

N. B. This creature turned out the linings of his 

pockets and dropped on the ground only two fix- 
pences. He faid he was always poor when he had 
money, and rich when he had none; for I drink 
like a fifh, Sir, faid he, and you have put me as it 
were into the mouth of a mug for at leaft a week. 
Yes, yes, continued he, with a good many jokes 
and ftories (looking at a guinea) you will laft for a 
week. But come, Sir, as you did not give it me 
to make a beaft, I will e’en make a man of my- 
felf. As he faid this we were juft entering a 
Welch town, where feeing a fecond-hand fuit of 
clothes that hit bis fancy, hanging at a fhop, he 
{truck his bargain, and laid out his whole guinea. 
The firft prudent thing I ever did in my lite, Sit, 
(faid he, tucking the clothes into his bundle) pray 
God no ill luck may come out, but I have not let 
you put your money toa bad ufe, which is the cafe 
bur with too many worthy gentlemen, and fo here 
I go with my guinea over my fhoulder and my two 
fix-pences in my pocket. 

To a ftout blade who triumphantly compared his hands 
with mine, and {wore I had too fair a fift to have 
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- done much for my livelyhood, alledging. that, it f. 5. d, 

was no wonder I was a beggar, and be curfed 

to me. 
To a little girl, who, as T faton a joint ttool, darned 

a hole in my ftocking, and cut fmooth the torn 

corner of my hat awvithout being afked. © e 6 
To another who amufed herfelf with making my 

coat ftill more ragged and buttonlefs. A box on 

the ear. 
To a multitude of faucy folks who infulted me divers 

ways, and who would have ftarved me when they 

thought me pennilefs, and gorged me when they 

perceived I had money A WHISTLE EACH. 








° 10 6 


Whev——faid Mr. Elixir. Oh! Jefus, how I thould like to 
whiftle after the manner of Mr, Seabrooke! How monttroufly J 
fhould like to whittle !” 





ThePlay Houfe Pocket Companion, or Theatrical Vade-mecum : Cone 
taining: 1. A Catalogue of all the Dramatic Authors, whe 
have written for the Englifh Stage, with a Lift of their 
Works, fohewing the Dates of Reprefentation or Publication, 
2. A Catalogue of anonymous Pieces. 3. An Index of Plays 
and Authors, Ina Methed entirely new, whereby the Author 
of any dramatic Performance, and the Time of its Appearance, 
may be readily difeovered on Infpection. To which is pre- 
fixed, a Critical Hiftory of the Englifh Stage, from its 
Origin to the prefent Time. With an Enquiry into the Caujes 
of the Decline of Dramatic Poetry in England. 12mo0. 3s. 
Richarafon and Urquhart. 


In our very theatrical age (wherein play-houfe amufements 
are a fource of popular converiation, amongft three parts 
of the people) this treatife will -be an acceptable offering. 
It contains precifely what the title page fpecifies, and that is 
a piece of literary integrity not extremely ufual with the 
modern book-makers, and more efpecially with the tribe of 
compilers, whofe title-pages rather exprefs what ought to be 
found in the performance, thad what actually 7s found there, 
The produgéion before us opens with the following conciie 
definition of dramatic poetry. 

** Dramatic poeiry is that province of the divine art of verfe, 
which has for its objeét the invention and compotition of a drama, or 
action to be reprefented on a ftage. ts two proper branches are 
tragedy and comedy. In them virtue is either rendered amiable 


and 






















ex ee . 





ead 


| 
- 
q 
ve 
t 
: 
4 
‘ 


set 


























240 The Play-Houfe Companion. 


and rewarded, or vice punifhed, and held up to deteftation, fcorn, 
and ridicule. As this {pecies of poetry makes its appeal immedi- 
ately to the fenfes by the power of reprefentation, and magic of 
decoration, it has fo far obtained the advantage over every other, 
as to have been univerfaily admired, and popular in all ages of man- 
kind.” 

This is fucceeded by a fucciné& hiftory of the Englith 
ftage: beginning at the origin of the art, to the reign of 
Elizabeth : from thence to the reftoration of Charles II, 
—from thence to the licenfing a& in 1738 The enquiry 
is then carried lower down, as far as the year 1778. ‘Thete 
accounts are fucceeded by remarks on the ancient and pre/:nt 
ftate of the Engiifh ftage, the whole of which is concluded 
in the words of Mr. Ralph, whofe tract is becomne {carce ; 
on which account, as well as becaufe it delineates, in a 
lively mfnner, the fituation of dramatic writers, and ma- 
nagers'of theatres, we fhall give it a place in our review. 

** The ftage is the creature of the public, though the adminiftra- 
tion of it is become a perquifite of the crown: the ftock of wit and 
genius it fubfifts upon (if managers will allow any thing to be ftock, 
befides clothes and fcenes) was bequeathed to the public by the bet- 
ter writers of better times, who had little, very little, befides the 
air of a character in reverfion for their reward; and that ftock fo be- 
queathed, has not only been paid for a thoufand times over and 
over, but is ftill paying for, and never fo largely as at prefent, by 
the nightly contributions of the public. 

*« bere, therefore, one would think every man capable of. con- 
tributing to the public entertainment by his pen, might repair with 
aflurance of being admitted co fome occafional fhare of the public 
liberality, 

‘* But in truth, an author has more difficulties to ftruggle with 
in this walk than in any other. The dramatical mufe is the coyett 
of the choir; and yet as often ftoops to a coxcomb, as any woman 
of them all. To Addifon the was a prude; fhe was a wanton to 
Cibber; and in general when leaft courted is eafieft won. To co- 
habit with her is the only way to obtain a fure afcendancy over her. 
It was by the dint of perpetual affiduity and familiarity, Shakefpeare, 
Johnfon, Fletcher, Shirley, Maffinger, Dryden, Otway, Southerne, 
Congreve, Vanbrugh, &c. obtained their feveral degrees of maftery. 
But in our days, all accefs to her isin a manner cut off. Thofe who 
have the cuftody of the ftage, claim alfo the cuftody of the mufe; 
und fit in judgment on the virility ot the fuitor, before he is per- 
mitted to make his effort: and having once pronounced him impo- 
tent, he is fo to be efteemed for ever. Hence the fterility which 
has fo long difgraced us; and the obvious inference, that if the 
fame rigour had been always praétifed, we never fhould have had 
any ftage at all. 
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*¢ Even the bookfeller is a perfect Maecenas, compared to the 
manager. On the itage, exhibition ftands in the place of compofi- 
tion : the manager, whether player or Harlequin, muft be the fole 
pivot on which the whole niachine is to move and reft: there is 
no drawback on the profit of the night in o/d plays; and any accefs 
of reputation to a dead author, carties no impertinent claims, and 
invidious diftinctions along with it. y 

** Hence the preparatives from feafon to feafon, fo artfully laid 
to keep the relith for thefe ftele performances alive; as alfo to 
deaden every with for new ones !—and hence that variety of practice 
on the public, to make them afhamed of feeling, much more own- 
ing, thac they were qweary of the repetition. 

** Add to. all this; that, if by the very caprice of the times, 
fome diverfification fhould. become abfolutely necefflary, a manager 
may either make ufe of his own hand, or transfer the job to the moft 
pliant of his followers, in bar of all other pretenders: and ifthe can 
neither write or read, and has befides an infuperable averfion to 
all that can, his carpenter and dancing mafter, fhall club for an en- 
tertainment to put letters themfelves out of countenance, 

* *Tis true, authors are as apt as other men to miftake their ta- 
lents, and over-rate their performances ; and the partizans of the 
thearre (who by one device or another, are become a little legion ; 
all choice {pirits, and as well difciplined as the troops of Pruffia) will 
hardily tell you, that the one ot arhou/and who deferves encourages 
ment, never fails to receive it. 

“ Whence it fhould follow that infallibility, denied to the church 
and not pretended to in the ftate, is the fole property of the flage ; 
and that the prefent managers are the only great_men our poor 
country has left to boaft of. Burthen Cibber was player, writer, 
and manager too ; and over and above, a bottle of as pert finall beer 
as ever whizzed in any man’s face: notwithitanding which, Gay, 
under his dictatorfhip, was driven from Drury- Lane to Lincoln’s-Inn 
Fields ; and had it not beew for an uncommor confederacy of men 
of rank and parts in fupport of his preterfions, his excel ent opera, 
(from whence Joth houfes have drawn (uch confiderable profits) bad 
been rejected at both houfes alike. 

** So that infallibility, if xow lodzed behind the fcenes, was not 
always lodged theie: and #3 the public has not always been fo fub- 
ject to infatuation, as it {.ems to be at prefent, every fuch inftance 
of over-prefumprion, was in thofe days fuitably refented ; as this 
very Corinthian (for fo he was then called) often found to his coft, 
though never to his contufion. 

‘* In fhort, it needs no preot, that he who cannot ftoop as low to 
a manager of either hon’ as toa minifier, who cannot fybmit as 
unplicitly to his commands ; who cannot wit for years in expecta- 
tion of the honour of receiving them, or who does not previoafly 
cover himfelfagainft fuch a mixture of cajoleries and cruelties, as he 
muft otherwife encounter, under the patronage and protection of 
the great (which is a praétice alrogether unfair, as having @ ten- 
cency to make that the prey of influence, which ought to be the 
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reward of merit only) had far better from the firft take refuge even 
in Grub-Street, and indent himfelf to be a garreteer for ever, 

** And if with the true sonchalance of the indifferent, for all that 
is indifferent to them, my reader fhould here, half-yawning, inter- 
ject, well, and what will the public lofe by fuch a lofs, I befeech you? 
the anfwer follows—nothing, in the prefent courfe of theatrieal ma- 
nagement—nothing, if the ftage has really reached perfection—if 
all the faults, follies, and misfortunes of man, arifing from bad 
paflions, bad principles, and bad examples, have already been ex- 
pofed in all the various lights they can bear ; if the age is to flide 
away unmarked with any improvement of ite owa, and we are only 
to be amufed, not profited, by the leffons and amufements of our 
forefathers. 

‘+ But, if the great ufe of the ftage is to be a looking-glafs to the 
times, and every year produces its own crop of vice and abfurdity ; 
if hitherto we have been fo charmed with the wild luxuriancy of 
Shakefpeare, that we have fcarce attended to the more regular pro- 
ductions of Jonfon and Congreve; and if in the opinion of all 
Europe, our dramatical tafte remains as rude as ever, there is, and 
will be growing employment for all the wit and genius growing or 
likely to grow amongit us; and the public is every way an enemy 
to itfeif, for not demanding and infifting on having it applied ac- 
cordingly. 

‘* When the play-houfe is named, I make it a rule to pull off 
my hat; and think myfelf obliged to give way to the loweft im- 
plement belonging to it. He that has or can get more money than 
I, is, on the principles of our qualification ads, my fuperior. 

*¢ Tam ready to make my beit acknowledgments to a Harlequia, 
who has continence enough to look upon an author in the green- 
room, of what confideration foever, without laughing in his face. 

‘* Five hundred pounds a year, and a benefit clear of all deduc- 
tion, is a confideration that no firft-rate performer, male or female, 
will be content with it, befides what can be levied over and above, 
by occafional trips to Dublin: fo that’ in fuch exalted company, 
an author has no right to tit down—and in cafe of any competition, 
it is not eafy to pronounce, what would be the cafe of any other 
man, however born, however firuated, or however meritorious for 
pofitive fervice done to the public, under the difparagement of 
anperior pay. 

** Initead therefore of talking of the prefent dignified flate of the 
flage, I think we ought rather to talk of ‘its thriving itate : we have 
now one or two great performers; and time was, when we hada 
conflellation of fuch ; when the majefty as well as energy of tra- 
gedy, the grace as well as glee of comedy, was difplayed at full: 
and yet, at that time, the nightly charge of the houfe did not ex- 
ceed forty-five pounds ; whereas it is now faid to be eighty. 

‘* To what a fize this tympany has further to grow, and what 
further degree of importance it is to attain, who fhali take upon him 
ta pronounce ! 

«s The 
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‘© The people of Rome, enraged againft Auguftus on account of 
certain oppreflive laws by him impofed upon them, but more, for 
having banifhed Pylades, the comedian, were fo intatuated, that 
they fubmitted co the former, for the fake of obtaining a recall of the 
latter. 

* And, according to all appearances, are not we in a fair way of 
running theatre-mad too? Are not we already fo dazzled and bewit- 
ched with its charms, as to become our own dupes in every thing be- 
longing toit? Have not the rival pretenfions of any two things a 
degree above candle fnuffers, thrown our audiences into uproar and 
confufion ? Have not we already transferred the merit of the com- 
pofer to the performer ? Have not we gone farther till, and fuppo- 
fed the merit of the perfonated character to adhere to the real? Are 
we not on the point of giving them place and precedency in all come 
panies accordingly ? And it is not within the reach of poilibility, 
that they may come to havea like afcendency every where ? 

“* We laugh at Indians and Negroes for fetting a fupreme value 
on things intrinfically worth nothing: and yet, how fimall is the 
difference between us ! 

‘* | throw my bread upon the waters, without any hopes of finds 
ing it for many days. 

* Suppofe, by way of provifion againft the partialities which all 
men are fubject to, the managers of the theatres fhould be prevailed 
upon, either by the interpofition of the f:t, or the fuperior authori- 
ty of an additional claufe to the /icence-ad, to transfer fo much of 
their power, as regards the acceptance or rejection of dramatical 
pieces, to a felect committee. 

“© They would, in fuch cafe, be exonerated of an office equall 
troublefome and invidious, and by the interpofition of fome fuc 
neutral principle, a ready way for the future might be opened to 
every man of genius in that province, ro derive to himfelf, as before 
hinted, what fhare of advantage his fhare of merit fhould intitle 
him to. 

** Audire jubet vos IMpeRATOR Histricus, is a dictate we 
ought to be afhamed of iubmitting to from the ftage any longer: 
and the expedient before us might be fo improved, as to. anfwer ex- 
aétly, in ufe and purpofe, to the inftitution alluded to in the follow- 
iag lines of the fame prologue from whence that dictate is taken. 

Quodgue ad \udorum curatores attinct, 

Ne pala detur quoquam: ariifiei injuria, 

Neve ambitionis caufa extrudantur foras, 

Quo deteriores anteponantur bonis. Praut. Penul, 





A Plan for recy uiting the Britifh Army, dedicated to the Officers 
of that Service, in which, under the fuppofition of an AG of 
Parliament obtained for that purpofe, the alternative is offered 
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to each County of Great Britain, either to fupply the Army with 
a proportional Number of Recruits by Ballot, or 0 affefs each 
Parifh, at a proportional Rate, to in/titute an afficiation Fund, 
which is toincreafe fo in the time of Peace, as to pay Bounties 
toa fufficient Number of Volunteers in the moft preffing Exigen- 
cy of War. To which ave added, Thoughts upon the prefont 
Method of Impres for the Sea Service, calculated to render that 
Method of manning the Navy more expeditious, and more con- 
Jifient with the Inereft of the Merchaxt Service of Great Bri- 
tain. By the Honourable and Reverend Fames Cochrane, Chap- 
lain to the Eighty-fecond Regiment of Foot. gto. 1s, Dix- 
well, 


Any method whereby fo important an article, to a commer- 
cial country, asrecruiting the army may be improved, can- 
not fail of meeting with univerial approbation. Mr. Coch- 
rane’s plan appears to us capable of obviating many inconve- 
niences attending our prefent mode of railing recruits. 

** ‘The difficulty,” fays our auracr, * of contriving an effectual 
plan for recruiting the army, cunfitts in the following circum ftance. 
That it fhould be calculated fo as to fix the men as volunteers in 
the fervice, and not drive them like brutes upon compulion. A 
certain degree of compulfion is vbfoiurely neceflary to fecure a cer- 
tain return of men to the fecretary at war, but ir fhould be of fuch 
a nature, as to fall upon public bodies of men, not upon individuals. 
The following plan feems to hit the proper meaa between the two 

extremes. Letan eof pariiam-nt be pafied to oblige each county 
to fupply the army with a number of recruits pri 


portional to its 
number of inhabitants fit to carry arms. 


‘Though the meafure at 
firit fight feems to be compulfatory, and is fo in the dead letter of 
the law. However, the following propofal removes every dijagree- 
able idea of chis nature, by pointing out a growing fund, that wilt 
accumulate fo in the time of peace, as to pay adeq vate bounties to 
any number of volunteers in the mott pre ling exigency of war. 

** Viz, That the lord licurenant, fheriff and grand jury of each 
county, fhould be e-npowered by act of parliament to aflefs each 
parith, for the purpuie of paying bounties to volunteers, who offer 
teerr fervices for the county. ‘lhe church wardens of each panih 
should be obliged to deliver in upon oath to the juttices of the quate 
ter (ui ns, a lift of the number of inhabitants fit to carry arms. 
‘Thus, no complaint or grievance could arile in regard to the affefl- 
ment, fince the ratio of it mu$ he fixed ace ding to the abovemen- 
uoned litt delivered in at the quarter fefiions. 

** Secondly, That twice in each quarter there fhould be a col- 
leétion by brief in each church, and from houfe to houte ; all the 
mon 'y fo collected and by the above way of aff-ffment, fhould go 
into an afiocia’ion ftock purfe in each county. This to become a 
growing fund for the purpofe of paying bounties to thofe men who 
otter 
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offer themfelves as volunteers, One or two years experience would 
foon enable any eminent calculator, to fix the general fum to be 
raifed by each county. The calculation fhould be fuch as to be 
above the par in the time of peace, that in the time of war there 
might be an accumulated provifion adequate to the public demand. 
The lord lieutenant, fheriff and grand jury of each covaty thould 
be truftees fro tempore, to fuperintend the management ot this tund, 
and fee that no embezzlement takes place. 

Thirdly. ‘* If fuch a fcheme as the one here propofed for re- 
cruiting the army were to take place, it would be abfolutely necef- 
fary, that government fhould appropriate all the money {pent at pre- 
fent in the recruiting fervice, fur the benefit of the accumulating 
fund, during the continuance of this conteft with America. With- 
out this temporary affiftance, the afleflment or rate upon the parithes 


of each county would be too great, and perhaps only adequate to. 


the purpofe of paying bounties to the volunteers. But more is re- 
quired, it is not only neceffary that the rate fhould be fufficient to 
do that, but likewife there fhould be an overplus, which always in- 
creafing in the time of peace, would reduce the rate upon the diffe- 
rent parifhes in the time of war. It would alfo be a confiderable 
aflitance to the accumulating fund, if all county fines and legal 
forfeitures were added toit. It may be worthy of notice too, that 
if the f{pirit of patriotifm, in point of private fubfcription to affit 
government, continue the fame as it is at prefent, it may be a great 
affittance to this accumulating fund in its infancy, The gentlemen 
of each county would be more liberal in their fubfcriptions, fince 
they are certain the money they fubicribe is appropriated to purpo- 
fes of a public nature in their own country, viz. That, in the firft 
place, ot paying bounties to the volunteers for the army ; fecondly. 
That of reducing the rate of affeffment upon each parifh of the 
county. 

Fourthly, ‘* The fecretary at war fhould be obliged annually to 
{pecify in writing, to the lord lieutenant, fheriff and grand jury of 
each county, what is the proportion of men, they are to afford for 
the fervice of the enfuing year. This he caneafily determine, from 
the preceding year’s account, given in at the quarter feflions, of 
the number of men fit to carry arms in each county. This method 
would give fufficient time to the gentlemen of the county, to exert 
all their perfonal influence andintereft, in procuring for his Maje- 
fty’s fervice the ableft and belt bodied recruits. It is their intereft 
fo to do, becaufe the greater facility there is in procuring men, the 
lefs bounty is drawn from the accumulating fund. It is abfolutely 
neceflary, that the interval of a twelvemonth fhould be allowed be- 
tween the draughts of the recruits. The gentlemen of each coun- 
ty having fo long time to confider of it, will certainly procure better 
men, than if the termof demand were fhortened. In every coune 
ty there are men enough to fupply the army, was a proper and ju- 
dicious fe'ection of them made ; this is never likely to be better per- 
formed than by the plan bere fuggefted.” 
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Speaking of the prefent method of imprefs for the fea fer- 
vice, our author obterves that 

‘© The prefent method of imprefs for the fea fervice may admit 
of great improvements in point of enforcement and regularity. If 
the board of admiralty with to man the navy expeditely, they 
thould fpecify in the Gazette the number of feamen and landmen 
wanted for the government fervice; 2diy, They fhould likewife 
lay a ftrict embargo upon all the ports of Great Britain until the 
demands of government for feamen are fatisfied. 

«¢ This method would oblige the merchants and mafters of thips 
im every port of Great Britain, to affiit government as much as pof- 
fible in procuring men both by bounties and their own perfonal ine 
fluence, becaufe the embargo upon their trade won’t be taken off 
until rhe number of men fpecified in the Gazette is procured. Ac- 
cording to the prefent method of imprefs, the ports are opened, the 
mafters of fhips are at liberty to go to fea, if their fhips crews can 
elude the vigilance of the prefs gangs. But if they were hut du- 
ring the imprefs for government fervice, the feamen would be under 
the necefiitv,; from want of bread, to enter on board the men of war, 
When the number of feamen fpecified in the Gazette is obtained, 
ali imprets fhould ceafe, and the public promife of government 
fhould be kept facred, that no imprefs fhall take place again until 
proper notice is given of it in the public Gazette. It is evident this 
method of manning the navy would caufe much lefs ftagnation in 
trade than the one now inufe, According to the prefent method of 
impreiling feamen the merchants have no intereft in affifting govern- 
ment, fince the imprefs never ceafes during the continuance of the 
war, Whereas, by the prefent propofal of {pecifying in the Ga- 
zette the number of feamen wanted for manning the navy, every 
confiderable fea port in Great Britain and Ireland, fenfible of the 
confequences of an embatyo upon their fhipping, wauid foon know 
the exact quota of men they ought to contribute, when the demand 
ws made from government. The fociety of watermen in the port of 
London is a cafe in point, who upon the eve of every war fend out 
tive hundred or a thoufand men tor the ufe of the navy. 





A Short Defence of the Oppofition ; in Anfwer to a Pamphlet inti 
tled a Short Hifiory of the Oppofition. 1s. 6d. Almon. 


This is a frefh attack upon the author of © the fhort Hi- 
ftory of Oppofition,” in which the doétrine advanced by that 
gentleman, viz. that the prcient troubles in America took 
their rife from the oppofition made in parliament to the mea- 
fares of the miniftry, feems to be effeftually refuted. 


The prefent writer labours to prove, and, we muft own, he 
bas dong it in a very fatisfaétory manner, that thefe troubles 
began 
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began before any oppofition was made in parliament to the 
meafures of the miniftry refpe€ting America ; {fo that this op- 
pofition could not be the caute of thofe troubles, fince it feems 
to be a propofition as certain and undoubted as any axiom in 
Euclid, that a caufe muft neceflarily be prior to its effe&t. As 
a fpecimen of his ftyle and reafoning, we give the following 
extract. 

‘* The affertion, that the rebellion in America was fomented by 
the oppofition, has been a favourite one with the miniftry, ever 
fince they found that their own violent meafures fo little anfwered 
the purpofes they expected. Unlefs this could be eftablithed, and 
be credited by their numerous friends and adherents (among which 
are many who do not think at all, and from a good motive perhaps 
make it a rule uniformly to fix their faith on the ruling powers, 
whoever they are) every other hope of throwing the blame off their 
own fhoulders, would be vain and truitlefs. Now, not to repeat the 
ample and unan{werable refutation of this affertion in both Houfes 
of Parliament, I fhall take this queftion up a little higher than the 
above author has chofe to do, and fhew the utter talfity of itm 
point of fact, and the abfolute impoffibiliry of fuch contequences 
having proceeded from fo flight acaufe, even if it had exitted. 

“* Iris well known, that the fiamp-aét was pafied in February 
and March, 1765, without the leaft oppofition in parliament. ‘The 
right of Great Britain to tax America was not denied; the right 
claimed by America, in the clofet of the minifter, of being exempt 
from taxation, was not afferted in the Britifh Parliament. It is for- 
tunate for the fake of the truth I am now maintaining—it is unfore 
tunate perhaps for this nation—that the fubject was not difcuffed, or 
queftions {tated concerning the confequences of this aét in America. 
Many reafons contributed to this: the feffion was a remarkable fhore 
one; the nation was in a moft profperous {tate ; the greatett confi- 
dence was placed in the undoubred integrity and acknowledged abt- 
lities of the minifter, then at the head of the finances. Mr. Pitt, 
afterwards Lord Chatham, wasat that time confined to his bed with 
the gout, though he declared, in the fubfequent feilion, ‘ that, 
if he could have endured to have been carried in his bed, { great 
was his agitation of mind for the confequences, he would have fo- 
licited fome kind hand to have laid him down on that foor co have 
borne his teftimony againft it* :’-—And in order to induce an imme 
diate, abfolute, and total repeal of it, declared, ‘ That if mini- 
ftry did not repeal it, fuccefs would be hazardous in fuch a caufe ; 
America, if fhe fell, would fall like the ftiong man; the would 
embrace the pillars of the fate, and puil it down along with her,’ 
But this was after the determined fpirit of that country had been 
experienced on the fubjeét of taxation; for it is well known what 
eft & the ftamp-a& had in America. The whole country was ina 
flame—places the moft remote from each other, without the leatt 
concert together at firft, aéted as if inipired with one foul—The 
greateft outrages were committed in various parts of the continent 

* Parl. Deb. vol. 7. p. 62. + Parl. Deb. vol. ~. p. 7 
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of America ; but they were not of fo alarming a nature as the more 
dangerous, becaufe the more cool and temperate refoluytions of the 
different provincial governments, which were unanimous in denying 
right of the mother country, and in agreeing not to import any Bri- 
tifh commodities till this tax was taken off. When the parliament 
met therefore in the winter, a committee was appointed to examine 
into thefe rumults and difturbances ; and the refult of this enquiry 
was a refolution to repeal the ftamp-aét, not on any doubr of its le- 
lity, but asa matter of wifdom and policy. I fhall not now enter 
into the queftion of right, or into the arguments that were ufed on 
either fide, becaufe this would take me off from the only purpofe I 
have in going over again this beaten ground, namely, to thew that 
the refiitance of America to the exercife of the right of taxation 
was voluntary and{pontaneous on her part, and not excited by any 
violence of party in either branch of the legiflature : but then itis 
faid (for I am willing to give the argument all its weight) * that, 
though there might be a general diflike in America to the being tax- 
ed by this country, this would never have broke out in this outra 
ous manner it did, in the years 1773 and 1774, if it hadnot been 
omented by the fpeeches in both Houfes of Parliament, and kept 
alive by great expectations from their friends in this country.’ 
Now, it having been already proved, that the refiftance of Ame- 
rica was {pontaneous in the firft inftance, there is no occafion to 
prove, that at leatt the fame fpirit of refiftance prevailed in the year 
1767, when other acts were paffed for granting certain duties in the 
Briufh Colonies in America. The combinations in that country 
were fo alarming from this period, that in the year 1770, the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, who has continued in that poft ever fince, 
thought properto repeal all theie taxes, except that on tea, the im- 
mediate caute of the fubfequent troubles ; and this was avowedly 
left, to preferve the honour of parliament, that it might not be 
fuppofed they had repealed the reft from fear or pufillanimity. 
Even this paltry remnant ot thefe revenue laws would, on account 
of the firm refolution of the colonifts to import no tea whatever, 
have had no operation, if, impolitically and moft unfortunately, a 
plan had not been adopted, in the year 1773, to ailift the Eaft-In- 
dia company, in forcing great quantities of this commodity on the 
people of America, fubject to the above duty, to be collected in 
that country. This was the mezfure that led to fuch a train of un- 
happy coniequences ; but, tar from its being oppofed in parliament, 
it does not appear there was any debate upon it: certainly there- 
tore, whatever refiftance was made to the operations of this aét, 
they were not excited by any faction in this country. “The affairs 
of the Eatt-India company ingroffed at that time the whole atten- 
tion of the nation: America was more quiet than fhe had been for 
fome time ; and it might be fairly concluded, that the miniftry 
knew what they were about, and would take care to act in fuch a 
manner as not to revive difputes, which, from the almoft toral re- 
peal above mentioned, and from other affurances given the colagies 
by the fecretary of ftate for the American department, there ‘vere 
great hopes would entirely die away and be forgotten. J 
Cafes 
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Cafts and Remarks in Surgery: to which is fuljoined an Appen- 
‘dix, containing the Method of curing the Bronchocele in Co- 
ventry. By B. Wilmer, Surgeon, yo. No price. Long- 
man, 


We (hould take great pleafure jn fele&ting feveral of the 
curious and interefting cafes with which this book abounds, 
but as it would exceed the limits of our Review, we muft 
content ourfelves, after giving our readers the introduction, 
with extraéting fome of the obfervations on compound frac- 
tures. 

‘‘ Tris now, I believe, univerfally acknowledged, that feience 
in general hath received more advantages from experimental en» 
quiries into truth, than from all the fpeculative theories of the 
ancients. 

“ By a diligent attention to the appearances of difeafes, and the 
obvious defigns of nature in relieving them, the practice of phyfic 
is reduced to more certain principles than heretofore; and fur- 
gery, which at the commencement of the prefent century, was 
in the moft contemptible ftate, hath of late years, in this country, 
arrived ata great degree of perfection. 

** One caufe of the prefent improved ftate of furgery in En- 
gland, was the act of parliament in the year 1745, by which the 
Surgeons company was made a diftinét corporation from the Bar- 
bers.* Previous to that period, and at a time when France was 
giving every poffible encouragement to furgery and anatomy, the 
progrefs ot thefe fciences in this kingdom, was not in the leaft re- 
garded, ——* The members of the company in London were fub- 
* je& to heavy fines and expences, and liable to ferve many 
* troublefome offices, from which they are now exempted. The 
* governors of the London hofpitals, from an ill-judged policy, 
‘ entirely refufed the education of pupils at one houfe, and al- 
‘ lowed of the attendance of only ning at atime of the other. +’ 

“* At the fame time alfo, the leading members of the Barber 
Surgeons company, contrived a bye-law, to prevent the knowledge 
of anatomy from /preading: they levied a penalty of ten pounds 
ou any peifon who fhould diffeét a body out of the hall without 


* The Surgeons and Barbers wete incorperated by the 32nd of Henry VIN. 
The preamble of this a& fets forth, that & the faid two feveral and difting 
** companies of Surgeons and Barbers were neceffary to be wnitec, and made one 
“ body corporate, to the intent, that by theif union, and often affembling to- 
“ gether, the good and due order, exercife and knowledge, in the faid fcience 
“© or faculty of Surgery, thould be, as well in fpeculation as in pra€tice, both to 
“ themfelves, and their fervants and apprentices; and by their Jearming, and 
“ diligent and ripe informations, morc perfect, {peedy, and effeétual :”” it was 
therefore enacted, &c. This aét was repealed by the 18th of George II. 

t Chefeiden’s remarks at the end of Gataker’s tranflation of Le Dran’s Ope- 
fations. 
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250 Cafes and Remarks in Surgery. 
their leave (which was not to be obtained) and every offender 
was fure to be profecured. 

«© It hath been a cuftom with me, whenever I have been con. 
cerned in.any cafe, remarkable for the variety of its circumftances : 
ot where the methods put in practice for the cure, had any unex. 
pected effects, to make memorandums of ir. 

‘¢ The prefent cafes are {elected from ob/ervations made in this 
manner, during a practice of eight years. 

*¢ Wherever any remarks are annexed to a cafe, it hath been my 
earneft with to avoid theoretic reafoning, and confine myfelf to the 
more obvious and fimple deduétions, naturally arifing from the fub- 
jeét: 1 muft take the liberty of adding, that a particular regard to 
fidelity hath been obterved in the narration of events, 

* Relations of fruitlefs attempts, or even errors in the treatment 
of difeafes, may furnith matter of inftruction: thefe cafes, there- 
fore, are not intended to exhibit a feries of fuccefsful practice only : 
and the reader may expect to meet with difappointments as well as 
miltakes ; whenever fuch circumftances have happened, they have, 
without referve, been acknowledged. 

‘* The prefent method of cutting for the ftone in England, hath 
(at leaft in my opinion) been very ill related in all the publihed 
accounts upon the fubject: and the different proceffes of that ope- 
ration have been either curtorily patied over, or defcribed in a con- 
fuled indittinct manner.—This, 1 hope, will ferve as a fufficient 
excufe, for attempting to give a more accurate defcription of li- 
thotomy. 

‘* Upon the whole, fhould the contents of the following pages 
prove, in any refpect, ufeful to the younger pradtitioner, the in- 
tention of the editor in their publication, will be fully anfwered.” 

In {peaking of compound fraétures, Mr, Wilmer favs, 

** Some years have now elapfed fince Mr. Pott publithed his re- 
‘marks on fractures and diflocations, wherein he appears the advo- 
cate for immediate amputation in certain cafes, which I fhall more 
particularly defcribe hereatrer. The fame gentleman hath likewife 
favoured us lately with Obfervations on the Neceflity of Ampu- 
tation, &c. The mode of practice recommended in both thefe pu- 
biications (if it may be confidered as the standard by which the 
conduct of turgeons is to be regulated) fee ie to be, at leaft, the 
probable tource of infinite mifchief to mankin Before I proceed 
farther I tha!l premife, that no one either has, or can have, a 
greater vencration for Mr. Pott’s chirurgical abilities in general 
than mytelf; perhaps no man hath contributed fo much to the im- 
provement of furgery; and I acknowledge with gratitude the great 
advantages I have received both from his writings and his lec- 
tures. 

_ ** Fo enjoin an immediate recourfe to amputation after an ac- 
cident happens, when the refloration of the limb may be at moft 
but doubtful, and the delay of the knife attended with no apparent 
danger, is leaving the unhappy patient too much to the mercy of 
tne generality of furgeons, in a fitiation fo truly delicate, as to re- 
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quire the abilities of the moft fayacious practitioner to determine 
upon the neceflity of the operation ; and the lofs of a limb is fuch a 
melancholy circumftance, that nothing but the moft ixdijpen/atie ne- 
ceflity fhould ever induce the furgeon to recommend it. Mr. Port 
contefles,* * that the amputation of a lim) is an operation ternble 
‘ to bear, horrid to fee, and mutt leave the perfon on whoin it has 
‘ been performed, in a mutilated imperfect itate.’ 

“* Atter having thus defcribed the nature of this operation, he 
proceeds todefendthe propriety of it, becaufe it fvems * a contrary 
doctrine} has, within a few years, been boldly and induttrioufly 
propagated, not without fome very indecent, as well as untrue 
reflections on the profeffion in general, and on thofe who have 
the care of hofpitals in particular: and, becaufe’ he is * con- 
viaced that fuch doétrine has been employed to the prejudice of 
mankind, by covering ignorance and timidity, aod alfo for ferving 
the bafe purpofe of malevolence,’ Mr. Pott further obferves, 
that * mankind } are too apt to form their opinion from evenrs 
‘ only: fuccefs with many conttirutes propriety, and the tailure ot 
‘it is often very unjuftly fet to the account of mifconduct, or of 
‘ want of knowledge.’ 

With refpeét to this obfervation, I profefs I do not underftand 
how mankind in general, are to judge of the propriety of a furgéon’s 
contuct, but from his fuccefs : they cannot be fuppofed to know 
either the nature of his profeffion, or the principles upon which it 
is founded. , *; 3 

““ Mr. Pott proceeds to reprehend the backwardnefs which ap- 
pears in young furgeons to amputate, © A young § practitioner,’ 
fays he, * at a diftance from aflittance, and thereby deprived of thag 
* fupport, may be afraid to put his cha acter.to hazar, by acting 
* in fuch a manner, as, although it might juftly intitle him to tuc- 
* cefs, yet cannot command it. He may nidrthaad his art, ‘but 
* art is not infallible, “He may be a very excellent furgeon and yet 
‘ be afraid to encounter the prejudices of fume, and the malevo- 
* lence of others.? Mr. Pott feems to have forgotten that formerly, 
upon another occafion, he had cenfured the young furgeon for too 
much attention to operations, and the little regard paid to the 
common or practical parts of furgery. || 

‘* When young furgeons leave the country to attend the London 
hofpitals, their purfuit feems chiefly directed to the operative part 
of furgery. In their converfation with each other, they afk what 
operations have been done, what to be feen, who performs them 
with the greateft expedition ? &c. Is it then improbable that fuch 
aone, freth from the fchool of St. Bartholomew, when he is called 
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* Remarks on the neceflity of amputation, &c. page 45+ 

t Remarks on the neceility, &c.. page 46. t bid, page 47+ 

§ Remarks on the neceflity of amputation, &c. page 47. 

|| The treatment of the fiftula lacrymalis “ hardly comes under the name of 
© an operation, the great, and almo# only obje, which they who come hither 
(London) « frem the diftant countries, have in view,” Mr. Pott’s preface to 
his obfervations on the fiftula Jacrymalis. 
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upon to give his affiffance in a compound fracture, attended with 
extenfive comminution of the bones, and laceration of the mufcles; 
where the ex:ernal wound is large, and horrible to the fight ;_ under 
fuch circum ttances, perhaps wiflting to operate, encouraged by Mr. 
Pott’s opinion and direction: is it, Ifay, at all improbable that he 
will condemn the limb to immediate amputation ? 

** Atter engagements at fea and upon land, where compound 
fractures are extremely frequent, have the furgeons of the army or 
navy ever betrayed the leatt reluctance to amputation ? Has timidity 
marked their conduét in this refpect? or have they, at any time, 
been accufed with attempting to preferve too many legs and arms? 
On the contrary, it is no leis a lamentable, than an .indifputable 
fact, thar, upon thefe occafions. the limbs of thofe unfortunate men, 
who have ventured their lives in their country’s caufe, have beca 
frequently facrificed to the indolence or barbarity of their fur- 
geons. - 

‘¢ Atatime, therefore, when 300,0c0 men aré faid to be em- 
ployed in the fervice and defence of the Britifh empire, is it either 
political or prudent, can it be confittent with humanity, that one 
of the firft furgeons of Europe fhould give deliberate encouragement 
to the fanguinary bufinefs of mutilation? * 

**¢ Mr. Pott. obferves, that * flat contradiétions have no more 
* authority than pofitive afferiions :’ I will therefore fubmit the 
reafons I have for cifflenting from his opinion, to the confideration 
of himielf, and the reft of my brethren. 

**’ According to Mr. Pott, there are three points of time in 
compound fractures, in which amputation may become necef- 
fary. : 

‘* Firft, © Immediately, or as foon as may be after the receipt of 
the injury.’ 

‘* Secondly, * When the bones continue for a length of time 
* without any difpofition to unite, and the difcharge from the 
* wound has been fo long, and is fo large, that the patient’s ftrength 

fails, and general fymptoms, foreboding diffolution, come on.’ 

‘* Thirdly, * When a mortification fhall have taken fuch com- 
* plete poffiffion of the foft parts of the inferior part of the limb, 

quite down to the bone, that, upon a feparation of fuch parts, 

the bone or bones fhall be lett bare in the interfpace.’ 

‘* In my humble opinion, there can be but one good reafon 
why ampuration fhould be performed in any cafe, viz. to preferve 
lite. The firft queftion, therefore. that I fhall afk Mr. Pott, 13, 
Whether he amputates ‘mmediately after the accident to prevent 
fudden death ? The aafwer muit be in the negative ; fudden death 
never happening in compound fractures, efpecially in thofe which 
he calls hazardous, or that may prodably be produdtive of morttica- 
tion, &c. and for*which he advifes the operation. If Mr. Pott 
does not operate to prevent immediate death, his intention muit be 
to avoid thofe fymptoms which he has lated in the two other pe- 
siods, when, in his opinion, amputation may become necesbiry. 
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‘* We might therefore proceed ro enquire, whether the opera- 
tion could not be performed at thoie other points of time, with 
equal, or perhaps greater advantage, than at firit ;—when the xe- 
cofity of the meafure might be eftablifhed by demonttration ; but, 
betore we do this, we fhall make fome remarks upon the firit pro- 

ofition. 

‘+ We will fuppofe the circumftances of a compound fracture are 
fuch, as to render the cafe, in Mr. Pott’s judyment, Aazardous ; 
and he has declared his. opinion, that (aithough the patient might 
pofibly recover without the operation) yet he will have a much 
better chance of living by- having the iimb removed : we will alfo 
take it for granted, that the panent and his friends are convinced 
of the furce of his arguments, and the operation is immediately per- 
formed: can Mr. Pott fay that his paticnt is thereby exempted 
from danger ; or that_he is not almoit in as dangerous a {tate as ever ? 
I have feen the practice of feveral hofpital furgeons, and have 
known their * patients-die where amputation had been performed 
in compound fractures, immeaiately after the accident. 

** Compound traétures moft frequently happen to the laborious 
part of mankind; to thofe who are ftrong and in health. Skilful 
iurgeons have remarked, and experience hath coutirmed their ob- 
fervation, that a ftare of high health is unfriendly to the fuccefs 
of amputation. People thus circumftanced, are iubject to more te- 
ver, pain, and irritation, in proportion to the ftreugth of the muf- 
cles, and the force of the circulation. There is likewife a diftre(s 
of mind, a melancholy defpondency, infeparably connected with 
the fudden lots of alimb. Although it is propofed to ampuiate as 
toon as poffible atrer the injury hath been received, yet fome fpace Ny 
of time mutt neceffarily intervene, before the proper apparatus can 
be procured, and the bufinefs undertaken. In this interval pain 
is excited, and fome degree of inflammation may weil be fuppoted 
to poflefs the part upon which the operation is intended to be per- 
formed. 

** The fecond point of time at which, Mr. Pott fays, amputation 
becomes neceflary,’ ** when the bones continue tor a great length 
of time without any difpofition to unite, &c. and the patient irom 
too large a difcharge of matter, &c. is fuppofed to be in danger of 
dying.” a 

‘** When the patient is reduced to this deplorable condition ; 
when the difcharge of matter is great, or, from an ablurption of 
part of it into the fyitem, the blued is melted down ; when all the 
fymptoms are in a progreffive increafe from bad co worte (the mott 
powerful antifepric having been inefie¢tually emp'oy ed, and the 
bones {till remaining in a frate of di/union :) it the panent does not 
pare with his limb, the lofs of his life muit be the inevetable conte- 
quence. Should amputation be performed even in theie circum 
ftances, betore the patient is 100 much reduced, the furgeon will have 
the fatisfaction to think, that he has not performed the operation 
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until the secefily of it was demonftrable : and (which is of much 
greater confequence) the patient ‘will have a éerter chance of recove- 
ry, than if it had been performed smediately atter the accident*. 
I appeal to the experience of alldurgeons, whether perfons who 
have been previoufly reduced, either by pain, abforbed matter, col- 
liquative ciarrhasas, &c. do not generally recover after amputation ; 
and whether the reverie of this propofition is not true of thofe, 
who lofe their limbs ioon after the injury hath happened. 

‘© Does Mr. Port, therefore, advile amputation immediately after 
accidents to anticipate a period wherein that bufnefs might be up- 
dertaken with more apparent fafery to the patient, amd greater fatis- 
faction to the furgeon ? “This fuppolition imilirates fo ftrongly with 
the found judgment which characiersfes Mr. Pott’s works in general, 
that it muft be totally inadmiffible. 

‘* Compound traétures, I muft allow, are obferved to terminate 
very unfavourably in public ho!pitals; patients cannot be fuppofed 
to have the benefit of good air, Where wounded people are too otten 
crouded in the fame wards with orhers who are dying of maiignant 
fevers. Burt I have often thought there mutt have been fome other 
caufe befides contaminated air, to produce thé ditterence in the events 
of compound tractures in the country, and in public hofpitals, When 
tenfion hath taken place in the limb, which :t generally does, more 
or lefs, it isa maxim in many hofpitals to ute emollient relaxing 
poultices, warm or hot, to appty which, it is neceflary that the limb 
be lifted up at each time of dieffing ; by this motion the bones rub 
againit each other, and wound or irritate the mufcles: and this bu- 
finefs is fometimes done by the nurfes, that the limb may be clean 
for the in{pection of the jurgeon, When the poultice is removed, a 
warm fomenting cloth is put on, and thus the fore is expofed to 
the air, perhaps an hour; and, before another cataplaim is applied, 
the fra€tured limb mut be once more difturbed. 

*¢ When the whole limb ina compound fraéture is much fwollen, 
painful, inflamed, and indurated, what are the curative intentions ? 
The an{wer is, to get the parts unloaded by a refolution of the inflam- 
matory tumetaction, and thereby to procure an eafy digettion of the 
wound, and to avoid the formation of abiceffes under the fkin, of in 
the interftices of the mufcles. Warm emollient applications relax 
the veficls ; encourage, therefore, a greater influx of juices: in con- 
fequence of both, they iacrea/e tumefaétion. Digeftion of wounds 
is beft procured when the circumjacent parts are /eaft fwollen. 
Warm emollient applications therefore, in this cafe, retard the 
digeftion of the wound. At the fame time, alfo, that the furgeon 


* Mr. Pott, after cenfuring Van Swieten for advifing us to wait tao or three 
days, until antifeptics might be tried in thefe cafes, before we proceed :o ampue 
tation; obferves, «* that, by waiting that time, the patient will have very little 
change indeed trom the operation.” But that it is not always {0 dangerous to 
wait a fer days, we may fairly conclude, when Mr. Pott himfelf acquaints us, 
that, in the fecond ftage of a compound fracture, amputation may become necefe 
tary, * when the bones continue fora great length of time without any difpo 
fiticn to unite,” &c, 
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(if he purfues this kind of practice) 1s counteracting the curative in- 
tentions, he is doing every thing in his power to encourage a gene- 
ral f{uppuration, and reduce the cafe tothe very ftate fo well defcribed 
by Mr. Pott, and in which it may be neceflary to amputate the 
limb, to prevent the patient from dying, in confequence of fuch 
extenfive tuppuration. 

“« The third ftage cf a compound fracture is faid to be, when ‘ a 
‘ mortification fhali have taken fuch complete pofleffion of the in- 
‘ ferior parts of the limb, that, upon a feparation of the morbid 
* from the found parts, the bone or bones fhall be lett bare in the 
* interfpace.’ 

** Of all the different kinds of mortification, none might be fup- 
pofed to be fo truly local, or fo little ditpofed to fpread, as that oc- 
cafioned by external violence. It is very eafy to imagine, that 
from the fall of great weights upon the limbs, and by the opera- 
tion of various other caufes, the ftructure of the parts may be fo 
much deftroyed, as to make mortification not only a probable 
event, but an unavoidable confequence. It is very trequently the 
cafe, even in mortification from internal caufes, that the efforts of 
art produce a ftop to the difeafe. How much more likely is this 
event to happen, when external violence hath been the caufe ? 
Accordingly we find, that fometimes the fkin, mufcles, tendons, 
and ligaments are deftroyed to the bones, which, upon a feparation 
ot the mortified parte, are left quite bare. In fome of thele cafes, 
nothing elfe may be neceffary but to faw through the bones. 

‘“* But Mr. Pott obferves, ‘ that fometimes the progrefs of the 
* difeafe is fo rapid, as to deftroy the patient in a fhort {pace ot 
* time.’ 

‘** Thofe perfons who have been deftroyed by a fpreading gan- 
grene, trom external injury, muft have had very bad habits; and 
it therefore {till remains a quettion, whether early amputation 
could have faved them. Upon the whole, then, I have endeavoured 
to prove, . 

“ Firit, That amputation fhould never be performed immediately 
after compound fractures have been received, in thole cafes, which 
appear uncertain, or 4azardous only. 

‘* Secondly, That the fecond point of time in which that ope- 
ration is faid to be neceflary, would not fo frequently happen, it 
a proper method of treatment had been purfued ; and if it thould 
occur, the patient will have a better chance of living than if it 
had been performed at firit: and, 

“ Thirdly, That if a mortification fhould unexpectedly fuper- 
vene, it will not, of mecefity, prove fatal.” 

Mr. Wilmer then proceeds to the treatment of compound 
fraétures, after which, he thus ingenuoufly concludes. 

‘* For’ more minute directions reipecting the management of 
fraures, whether fimple or compound, I refer the reader to Mr. 
Pow’s * treatife, which (thofe parts only excepted trom which I 


* Remarks on Fraétures and Diflocations. 
have 
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have taken the liberty to diffent) is by much the beft I have feen 
upon the fubject.” 

We cannot take leave of this ufeful colleétion of cafes ang 
remarks in furgery, without recommending them to the pe- 
rulal and ferious attention of all young praétitioners in 
furgery. - 








Bagnigge-TFells: a Pam. Tn which are pourtrayed the Charac- 
ters of the moft emincat Filles-de-Foye. With Notes and 1- 
lufiratians, critical, bifisrical, and explanatory. 4to. 1s. 6c, 


Haukins. 


In an advertifement to this indecent trafh, the author af- 
fe&ts to regard the cenfure of the critics with a frigid tran- 
quility, declaring that ‘ he fhall with equal indifference be- 
hold it run through ten editions,” or go “ in vicum venden- 
tem thus et odores.” 1€ our prophecy be not fulfilled in the 
prefent inftance, when we confign—as we now do—this poem 
to a fudden and ignominious fate, we will give over the pre- 
{cient fpirit that is in us, forever, As obicenity is no mark 
of wit, fo if thefe is not a great deal of the latter to zcft the 
former, we do not know any thing half fo infupportable : 
and if the luxuriant quantum of both thefe ingredients, mixed 
ikilfully up together, could not make the libertine himiclf 
relifh the writings of the Earl of Rochefter, we belicve there 
can be no language powerful enough to exprefs the difgutt 
that will be cautfed by the wretched ribaldry before us; which 
if we execpt here and there the flight of half a line, is beyond 
cormparifon, the moft unpoetical rubbifh that was ever raked 
from the dunghills of Grub-ftreet. If it be true that a man 
is beft known by the company he keeps, and it were worth 
white to apply the proverb, we could prove (out of his own 
mouth) that the author of * Bagnigge Wells,” (with whofe 
‘* frail nymphs, prenticed youths, and gay alcoves” we pro- 
feis ourielves wholly unacquainted) is the bofom friend of all 
the pimps, bawds and proftitutes in this metrupolis, In truth 
we are happy to find that the exploits of fuch worthies are 
bedittied by tuch a bard. There is much horrid murder com- 
mitted upon fome of the mellittuous lines of Pope, that {pirit 
of harmony—but we fhall ftand excufed for not grating the 
ears of our readers with the *harth thunder” of fo bate 2 
parody, 

This poem is publifhed by a bookfeller—in mubibus—the 
real publifhers being afhamed to put their names to fuch an 
intanous production, Zz 

he 
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mn The Boftonian Prophet. An heroi-comics -/erious-paredical-pin- 

daric Ode, in Taztation of the Bard. IVith Notes, Critical, . 
d fatirical, and explanatory, by the Editor. 4to. 1s. Ethe- 
4 ‘rington. 
n 


In comparing this poetical profaical patchwork, the 
Boftonian Prophet,” with Gray’s glowing and glorious 
“ Bard,” we find a tolerable {pirit of yparody, and fome 
r agreeable and well-timed burletque.x—But we like not this 
‘ commixture of things facred, with things profane. How- 

ever, that our readers may form their own judgment, we 
fhew this fo/itical Prophet fair play in the following ¢x- 
. tract, 
** Ruin comes, thou lucklefs land! 
Defeat, ‘difyrace thy flag await ; 
- By would-be conqueft’s wing though fann’d, 
; It mocks the air with futile ftate. 
Squib, nor candle nought avail ; 
The pale, dim flars in. faction’s turbid tail : 
They whizz, they bounce, they twinkle, ftink and die; 
And fo fhall you, and fo thall [! 
Such were the founds that o’er the empty pride 
Of Britain’s rulers fcatter’d wild difmay, 
As on the filver Thames’s filky fide 
They plann’d of play-thing camps the prim array, ’ 
Stout Minden ftood aghaft in mortal trance, 
Cried, Horfe-guards, foot-guards, march!—they knew not to 
advance, 
























On a rock, whofe low’ring brow 

Frown’d o’er th’ A:lantic’s foaming flood, 

No thoe to clothe his frozen toe, 

The wan Boston1an Propuer ftood: 

(Unthav’d his beard, his tangled hair 

Stream’d,. like a dufky comet, in the air) 

And-with awar-hoop voice, and Mohawk’s fire, 

Thus execrates his Britifh fire. 

Hark ! how each rugged oak, and hollow cave 

Groan to th’ Atlantic’s awful voice beneath. 

* O’er thee, O land! their threat’ning arms they Wave, 
* Revenge on thee in hoarfer bellowings breathe ; 

* Vocal no more, fince tea-ad#’s fatal day, 

© To Jmuggler’s jocund pipe, or the foft bundling lay. 

© Nervelefs Montgomery’s arm, 

* That mow’d the tteely field ; 

* Brave Warren ileeps on Bunker’s bloody hill ; 


Vor, X. Ll * Mercer, 
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* Mercer, who ne'er wou’d yield, 

¢ Whom war’s loud thunders charm, 

* Of wounds, and glorious death has got his fill, 
* On the bleak weftern fhore they lie, é 

¢ Bleach’d with frofts, and drench’d with dews; 

¢ Them, far aloof, th’ affrighted Yankey views, 

* And the gaunt Buckfkin howls and pafles by. 

* Dear loft affociates in rebellion’s art, ~ 

* Dear, as the ends I gain by holy lies, 

* Dear as the gulps of rum that warm my heart, 

* Ye died amidit your weeping country’s cries. 

¢ No more I fnivel, they’re not gone to the devil, 
* On yonder cliffs, a griefly ‘sa 

* I fee them all flutter, to keep up the fputter, 

© The firebrands of their native land. 

‘ With more than Luciferian grin they fmile, 

¢ And weavewith bloody hands the web of Britain’s ifle.” 


The Fewifh Bard. In four Odes, to the Holy Mountains. By 
Fobhn Wheeldon, A. M. Reétor of Wheathamftead, Herts, and 
Prebendary of Lincoln. 4t0. 1s. Goldfmith. 


This performance is really of an extraordinary nature, far 
above vulgar compofitions, As Mr. Wheeldon fays, 


‘* Here, with no common flight, Urania foars 
Up tothe holy mountains, and from Horeb, 
From Hermon, Carmel, Tabor, pours fuch trains, 
As fuit not mortal tongues to utter, 

Nor mortal ears to hear.” 


‘Mr. Wheeldon might have proceeded a little farther, and 
have added, ’ sil 
Nor by Reviewers to be read; 
For the dazzling blaze of his odes hath fo affeéted us, that 
we cannot look on thei reis oculis. . 


** But hark! the fings; from Horeb burfts the mighty found. 
Mortals attend, and wonder! for wonder 
Much ye may! but muft not wuderfland.” 


Indeed, our author’s ideas frequently exceed human com- 
Prehenfion, fo that mortals cannot underfiand—But ftop— 
Some indulgence would be allowable, if we could tell how 
** a cherub fings,” but this, being fupra nos, we leave tothe 
determination. of cangental cherubs. 

Some 
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Some expreffions in the odes before us are uncommonly 
fublime, but their general tenour indicates the maniac, 


whofe brain 
Ts fublim’d 
To rapture and enthufiaftic heat. QO. 





The Guardians, a Poem. By a Young Lady of Port/mouth, 
4to. 1s.6d, Robinfon, 


Our author fets out with difcovering poor Britannia, blub- 
bered with briny tears, and all over befalted with grief as if 
fhe had been foufed in a pickling tub—and then, with a loud 
voice fhe exclaims, ' 

“© What has my hero, what has Keppel done ? 
to which we, who can pena line at a pinch, anfwer in like 
metre : 
Nothing, by all that’s poor—not fir’d a gun, 
We underftand the fmartnefs of the farcafm in the fol- 


lowing addrefs, 
To the Britifh Reviewers. 


“* Gentlemen, 

** If this little poem fhould become an object of your notice, 
it is requetted, that the qworf lines may be fele¢ted as a {pecimen of 
the suthor’s performance.” 

And to fhew our loving kindnefs to all fcribbling damiels, 
we have been (as is our conftant cuftom) anxious to felect 
the def lines as a fpecimen of the performance; but really 
and truly, our pretty one of Portfmouth, where all is mof. 
comfortably bad there is no bef or worft to be found: Indeed 
there cannot be any thing fo truly infignificant and tirefome 
as this difmal ditty, except it be the /ulye? of it, of 
which we hope never to hear another fyllabie. M. 





Sophia to Alonzo. An Heroic Epifile. 4to. 1s. Bathurft. 


The influence of a good example in /etters differs widely 
from that of a good example in lift. Were there any kind 
of general correfpondence between the two, we fhould fee 
as many excellent poets as excellent men, formed upon great 


and worthy models ; but alas! one fine writer makes many 
forry 
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forry ones. Homer and Milton haye—ftrange to tell— 
foawned a Sir Richard Blackmore ; and Pope has created a 
t ouland bungling poetafters, who have plunged into the 
gulph of whelming imitation, ; 

Our eyes, ears, and hearts have been infulted with coun- 
terfeit Eloifas and Abelards, till it becomes a duty in us to 
declare that Pope’s Lovers, of tho'c names, are the only ge- 
nvine founders of the tender family. ‘They lived and died 
entirely without iffve, and all who prefume to. talk of an 
alliance ore illegitimate.—Now of a// others, this Madam 
Sovhia hath ine leaf pretenfions to boaft any affinity with 
the Lady Eloiva of inciting memory. She has more than 
the indecency, without any of the pathos.—For inftance, 

‘¢ Why deit thou, memory, to that moment rove, 
When my whole foul ws melted into love : 

‘When on the inviting down we freely lay, 

Pride, honour, virtue, all diffolv’d away : 

When murmuring fighs expanding thoughts reveal’d, 
And biufhes fpoke what virgin fears concealed ? 
When mutual kities kindled fierce defires, 

Luxuriant tranfports—unextinguifli’d fires ! 

Hah' unextinguifh’d—yes, the faithlefs boy, 

The dear perfidious, fpurn’d the profler’d joy : 
Spurn’d—though each fhort-ferched, languid heave betray’d 
The longing withes of a love-fick maid. 

Why dott thou, memory, to ‘hat moment rove ? 
Oh, fpurn him, pride—yet, Ch, forgive him, love! 
Why d oft thou, fate, our fond-tt thoughts prepare ; 
Raiie them to hope, to fink, them in defpair ? 

Why hail thou, nature, taught his breaft to be 

Alive to paffi-ns, and yet dead to me?” 

Moft readily, moft joyfully, neverthelefs, would we beftow 

upon this fair one that 

** One kind giance, one tender look,” 
which, it feems, the cold-conftitutioned Alonzo refufed to 
give.—If: Sophia promies to write no more, our * pity 
thall not this fmall boon deny,” but then it muft be on 
condition that fhe is a better girl for the future, for really 
fhe is monfiroufly naughty at prefent, and for our part, had 
fhe made the fame forward advances to us, ‘* albeit we are 
not unufe:! ta the melting mood, we fhoyld be full as hard- 
hearted as Mafter Alonzo, and e’en Ict her 

** love, languith, ficken, droop, and die,” 
or get the better of it as fhe might: for we entirely adopt 
Sir W. Young’s fentiment on this foft fubje&, 

‘ The fruit that will fall without thaking, 
* Tn truth is too mellow for me,’ 
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The Complete Pigeon-Fancier, or, a new Treatife on Domeftie 
Pigeons. Containing the moft valuable Information concer ning 
the Nature, Properties, and Management of all their various 
Species, under the following Heads: I. An ufeful, comprehen- 
five, and entertaining Natural Hiftory of Pigeons. 2. Full 
and ample Directions for building a Pigeon-Houfe, or Dove- 
Cote. 3. Plain and meceffary Infiruétions for ftecking and 
managing the Pigecn-Houje, or Dove-Cote, with a particular 
Account of thofe Pigeons wich are moft advantageous for 
that Purpofe; and an Abjtract of the Laws now in force 
relating to Pigeons. 4. Account of the heft Mithads now in 
Praélice for preventing Pigeons from leaving their Habi- 
tations. 5. An accurate and juji Defeription of all the va- 
luable Species of Fancy Birds and Toys now bred in England, 
France, and Holland; their foul Marks pointed out, and 
their real Perfectisns clearly difplayed, particularly Powters, 
Carriers, Horfemen, Dvagoons, Cropters, Powting Horfe- 
men, Uplopers, Fantatl:, Chinefe Pigeon, Lace Ditto, Tum- 
blers, Ruvts, Spots, Laughers, Trumpeters, “facobines, Ca- 
puchins, Nuns, Shakers, Helmets, Ruffs, Finnikins, 
Turners, Barbs, Mahomets, Turbits, Owls, Smiters, &c. 
6. Rules nece/lary to be obferved in diftinguifhing the 
Sexes, particulary of young Pigeons. 7. Ujeful Particulars 
relative to coupling or matching of Pigeons. 8. A copious 
Account of the moft eligitle Methods of ereéting, and fur- 
nifbing a Loft for Pigeons. g. Remarks and Obfervations 
on the Diet proper for Pigeons. 10. The Difeafes Pigeons 
are liable to, with the beft Remedies for each Diftemper, 
as practifed by the m-/t experienced Fanciers, 11. General 
Remarks on the Diflinétion between Pigeon-Fanciers and 
Pigeon-Keepers ; concluding with fome Advice worthy the 
Attention of bith, 12. Inftruftive and ufeful Intelligence 
refpecting the Generation and Incubation of Pigeons. Being 
an ufeful, infiruétive and fure Guide to Fanciers in every 
Sphere of Life, comprehending all that is neceffary to be 
known in the whole Fancy of Pigeons. By Daniel Gir- 
ton, of the County of Bucks. Embellifhed with a Set of 
Engravings elegantly executed from Drawings accurately 
taken from the Life. y2mo. 1s. 6d. fewed. Hogg. 


After fo copious a title page it were fuperfluous to fay 
more than that this pamphlet appears to us what its title 
imports, * * 


The 
















































































262 Speculum Litigne Gallice, 


The Natural Hiftory of Englifh Song-Birds, 4ncluding fuch Fo- 
reign Birds as are ufually brought over, and eftéemed for 
their finging: their proper Management, Difeafes, and 
Cures. To which are added, Figures of the Cock, Hen, and 
an Egg of cach Species, exattly copied from Nature. By 
Mr. Eleazar Albin. A new Edition, corrected; with fevtral 
Improvements under the Article of Canary Birds. 8v0. 33, 
plain, and 73. coloured. Lowndes. 


The reduétion of the fize and price of this well known 
book cannot but prove acceptable to the bird-fancter,  ** 





A Poetic Epifile to the Author of a Paraphraje of a celebrated 
Chapter of St. Paul, Folio, is, Faulder, 


Four pages very loofely printed, and in a very large open 
letter, are here 10 be fold for the modeft fur of one fhilling, 
We fay to de fold, not venturing to ufe a more pofitive tenfe ; 
for thefe are not the times to throw away twe/ve pennies for 
what ought in reafon to fell for three. Not but that out of 
the eighty-eight lines which comprife this epiftle, there are 
fome eighteen or twenty very good, but we think an author 
who gives fo little paper for monev, fhould be contented 
with afking a halfpenny for each tolerable line, feetng: that 
the purchafer is obliged to buy fo many very iadifferent ones 
into the bargain. There may be fome truth in confidering 
the forte of Mr. Anitey to be humour, but he is no object 
of fatire even when hé wooes the graver mufe, M. 





Speculum Lingu@ Gallica, Or, A Vicwv of the Freneh Language; 


containing a Table of the different Sounds nfed by the French in 


the Pronunctation of their Words ; the Detlenfions of their Arti- 
cies, Nouns, and Pronouns ; thé Conjugations of their Verbs ; 
and a compendious Grammar; including every Rvlé of Syiitax 


necefjary £0 enable a Learner to [peak and write that Language 
correélly, Engraved on Copptr-Plate, and printed on a Sheet 


of Imperial Paper. 5s. P. Elmifley, 


The French tongue is now becdme fo very fafhionable,- 


and indeed fo very uleful, that every attempt to facilitate 
the acquifttion of it, is certainly entitled to, and muft no 
doubt 
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doubt meet with a favourable reception from the public ; 
and it-is doing no.more than juftice to the imgenious author 
of this plan, to acknowiedge that. we do not recolle& to have 
feen any thing better calculated for the purpofe. The. pre- 
feating. (as is here done) all. the different modes of infecting 
the words of the language to the eye of the reader, at one 
yiew, muft naturally give him a more clear and comprehen- 
five idea of the fabjeét, than any he could: derive from the 
perufal even of the moft accurate and beft-digefted gram- 
mar, We, therefore, beg leave to recommend the plan to 
the attention of thofe who are defirous of learning the 
French tongue in the moft eafy and expeditious manner. ° 

A work of this kind will not admit of any long extraéts, 
It is infcribed, in the following fhort but fenfible dedication, 
to his Royal Highnefs, Prince Erneft Auguftus. 

** May it pleafe your Royal Highnefs, 

‘* As the perufal of the works of ingenious and learned men is 
no lefs neceflary to the improvement of the mind, than tillage is to 
the fertilization of land, the ftudy of the language of nations diftin- 
guithed above all others for having produced a great number of fuch 
men, has ever been deemed in civilized countries, an effential branch 
in the education of their youths ; efpecially of thofe who are deftined 
by their birth to aé the firft parts on the flage of life, Thus was 
the language of Athens introduced into Rome, that of Rome in 
Paris, and that of Paris in London; and although, perhaps Great 
Britain has of late furpaffed in genius and learning the Grecks, the 
Romans, and the French, yet the latter being the only nation in 
Europe ftill contending with her for the palm in arts and feiences, 
and in every refinement of civilization, a competent knowledge of 
the French tongue is generally expected from, and feldom found 
wanting in, perfons of a diftinguifhed rank. But tho,example of 
their Royal Highneffes the four princes, your elder brothers, who 
were too well advifed to wafte their time in unprofitable ftudies, 
and who were fo well acquainted with that language, will more 
powerfully convince the young nobility of thefe realms of its great 
utility, than any thing that could be faid here. 

* Refolved to follow fuch worthy examples, and to become alfo 
a pattern for the younger princes of your illuftrious houfe, your 
Royal Highnefs is faid to have already made a confiderable progrefs 
in that and other ftudies : Permit me therefore, to dedicate a work 
calculated to remove feveral difficulties that have hitherto clogged 
the ftudy of the French tongug, to a prince who has difcovered 
fuch an early thirft after knowledge, and to give this public mark 
of the profound refpeét with which I am 

Your Royal Highnefs’s 
moft obedient, and moft humble fervant, 
September roth, 1779. Isaac Attix.” 


4 A Sermon, 














264 A Sermon preached at Truro. 


A Sermon, preached at Truro, before a Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Free and Accepted Mafons, on the Feftival of St. Fobn the Bap- 
tiff. By the Rev. Cornelius Cardew, M. A. Majier of the 
Grammar School at Truro, 8vo. 1s. Richardfon and Ur- 
quhart. 


In this difcourfe Mr. Cardew ftands forth as a warm ad- 
vocate for the tenets of Free-Ma/onry, and he hath drawn the 
character of that inftitution in bigh colours. Of its chief 
ends, he fays, 

“* The practife of every moral virtue, the improvement of our 
intellectual faculties, in fhort, the cultivation of all thofe virtuous and 
noble qualities, by which we may difplay the dignity of nature, 
and approach as near as poffible the divine pattern of all perfection— 
thefe are the chief ends—this the main defign of that inftitution 
to which we belong ; which has no lefs a tendency to raife the ge- 
nius than to regulate and amend the heart.” 

Thefe ends are excellent if they be really fuch as here re- 
prefented ; but in this cafe, we are apprehenfive, that the 
inftitution is fomewhat indebted to the partial praife of a 
friendly votary, who gives only the bright, but entirely omits 
the dark fide of his favourite brethren of the lodge. This 
judgment we form from their external behaviour. 

Free-Matons boaft much of their * light fhining before 
men,” but it appears to us to be but a dim taper, or as acan- 
dle put under a bed, fince its enlightening influence is not very 
con/picuous. As we are no Free-Mafons, we can fay nothing 
of the myfferies of the inftitution, therefore we will be filent 
on that point. Hear Mr. Cardew. 

‘* That part of our inftitution, which we think it right to fe- 
crete from the mafs of mankind, confiits either of thofe tefere or 
watch-words, which conflitute a kind of univerfal language. by 
which we can diflinguifh a brother in any part of the world ; or 
elfe, of thofe peculiar forms and emblematical figns, which are 
made ufe of to convey to us fome of the moft important truths, 
and of the explanations given of them: ** for every character, 
figure, and emblem adopted by Free-Mafons, has a moral tendency, 
and terves to inculcate the pratice of virtue.” 

Mr. Cardew’s mode of compofition is rather unconneéted, 
and his ftyle harfh and uneven; nor hath he pajd due atten- 
tion to propriety of fentiment. But as the profic arifing 
from the fale of this difcourfe is defigned for charity, we re- 
commend it to charitable Lvee-Mafons, and fhall only add, 
that charity covers a multitude of Jins in the /iterary.as well as 
the sural world, 
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FOREIGN LITERATURE, 


FRANCE. 


L’ Art de rendre les Femmes fidelles. —The Art of making a Wo- 
men faithful. s2mo. Geneva & Paris. 


From te above title one would be tenpted to conclude, 
the: the whole performance is a mere yeu d’efprit ; but the fo- 
lema mar ocr in which the author delivers himelf through- 
out, wil! convince the reader that he is, or means to be, ia 
downright earneft. Our regard for truth compels us to add, 
that if we are to judge of remedies by the cures performed, 
the writer has by no means found out the univerial panacea 
againft the ficklenels of a fex, lovely in its very caprices. 
The reafon we have to affign for this our opinion, is, that 
this pamphlet, though not fo compleat and accurate as it now 
ftinds, ade its firft appearance in the year 1717; and Hea- 
vea and their hufbands know whether French women are 
grovn more fincere and dutiful fince that epocha. As for 
ours, they are quite out of the queftion ; fince, owing to the 
negleét of reviewers, or the fupinenefs of tran‘lators, the huf- 
bands who are to operate the cure, may plead ignorance, and 
their wives fay that no tuch remedy was ever adminiftered to 
them. In order to try what can be done, we fhall produce 
here fome of the principal rules laid down by our author.— 
Ye hufbands be attentive ! and may the xo/frum prove effi- 
cacious ! 

** Hear,” fays the conxybial phyfician, ** hear how hufbands may 
ftay the hand that attempts to poifoa che fource of their felicity,” 
(an elegant periphrafis Fe the vulgar word fowers). ‘* Firft, you 
mutt be n.ce in the cho‘ce of a wite, Let her be well brought up. 
Do you want a friend ? Take one above vou : But, if a wife, have 
one of inferior rank to yourfelf, left you marry your mafler. You 
nee little or nothin g to fear from a woman who is plain and weil- 

red, 

‘* However, as this will not always prove fufficient, if you are 
refolved to have a faithful wife, take this by the way: Be reve 
YOURSELF.” ‘ 

But if even this fhould fail of fuccefs, our author has his 
ultimatum in the fifth chapter, and gives it in thefe words : 

** It will not be amifs, when opportuni y ferves, if you expoftu- 
late with your wife ; giving her to uageritand that fev lovers are 
difcreet enough to keep lung under the veil of myftery thet they 
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morals, deierves to be branded with contempt and infamy. 
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will brag of their miflreffes, and of favours granted Above all, 
forget not to bribe the fervants to your intereft. Suffer na widow 
or nurfe to come near your wife. Tell her the is often heard 
to {peak aloud amidft her flumbers, and, in the illufion of fome 
ainorous dream, fhe has uttered fuch or fuch things, &c.” 

Yet once more, if all the above means prove infufficient, 
what is to be done? All we can fay, in anfwer to this home 
quere, for the comfort of the married part of our readers, is, 
that the author tells us, in cafe that his firft volume fhould be 
tenderly treated by the public, that the fecond is ready, and 
will come forth in a few weeks: on our part, we engage to 
notice it as foon as it can be procured, 

We cannot diimifs this pamphlet without feleéting out of 
feveral anecdotes difperfed throuzhout the book, the follow- 
ing, which feemed tous the beft of the whole compilation, 

“* A iady of great quality, who is ftill living, was prefent in a 
mixed company, when the conduét and exploits of Marefchal de 
Saxe, were the topic of converfation, and the theme of every one’s 
pric. ‘ He has corquered our foes,’ faid the lady, with the haugh- 
tinets of -on'erous fuperiority, ¢ but never could matter his paffions. 
A!l France can bear witnefs to his gallanrries : it is true thar he has 
prorefled the kingdom ; I have perhaps done more —for I with- 
ftood, though Tloved jim. Battles he won : and I, without bar or 
bolts, kept my virrue unfpotted.” Few ladies of quality are fuch 
dragons now-aeday 














De la Paffion du Fen. An Effay on the Paffion for Play. 
By M. Du Saulx. 8vo. Paris. 


The fpirit of gambling is of all paffions the moft dreadful 
jn its coniequences, It is the rock on which honour and pro- 
bity feldum fail to fplit. It fteels the foul, and {huts out ju- 
ftice, benevolence, and humanity, A gambler who has no 
refource left but the death of his adverfary, would he, ‘up- 
pofing it were in his power, and he had nothing to, fear, hefi- 
tate to take away his life? There is horror in the very 
thought ; and yet we cannot but an{wer in the negative, HE 
woyLp NoT. What a monfter then muft the gambler be 
in the eyes af the world, the vile wretch cannot even pretend 
to felf efteem. ‘This being the real cafe, the writer who fteps 
forth the champion of virtue, to crufh this its worft of ad- 
verfaries, is juftly intitled to the thanks of the community. 
Since it is an indifputable truth, that an author who endea- 
yours to render his fellow-creatures better men, is commen- 
dable in proportion as he who feems folicitous to corrupt their 
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M. Du Saulx, whofe name ftands high in the catalogue of 
the 'rench literati, as being the author of a tranflation of Ju- 
venal, the beft that ever appeared in that language, deferves 
great commendation, not only for having attempted fo time- 
ly a work as that under confideration, but for having made it 
the beft of its kind. We leave to others to cenfure his ftyle, 
in many inftances reprehenfible, both in point of that fhoal in 
literature, grammar, and of pertpicuity : in general it will 
pleafe and inftru&. The whole is interiperjed with anec- 
dotes, equally calculated to ftrike horrot, and ftamp with ri- 
dicule, a paffion which is the more blameable, as it is rather 
an acquired than a natural defeétin mankind. We thall here 
give two inftances of the manner in which our author car- 
ries on the double purpofe of exciting horror and contempt for 
fo umanly a vice. 

‘* After two days fpent in all the agonies of folicitude, an unfor- 
tunate woman, married to one of thofe wretches whom fociety fhould 
forever difown, hears of her hufband having fpent that time at the 
gaming table. She with the wearied fteps of anxiety, reforts to that 
heilon earth. She is efpied by the gambler, who more taken up 
with the game.than uneafy about the welfare of his family, eyes her 
with a frown, and bids her retire, promifing withal, to be with ker 
in afew days. He was better than his word ; for in a few hours he 
enters the room where his wretched mate lay in bed, giving the 
breaft to their lait born babe. ‘ Madam,’ fays the montter, with 
wildnefs and fury in his eyes, * rife—this inftant rife—this very bed 
is no longer yours.” 

The following is of the ludicrous kind, but may ferve 
neverthelefs to fhew how far the love of gambling may de- 
bafe the underftanding of its contemptible votaries. Other 
paffions wear out, or lefien by degrees ; this, the moft un- 
juftifiable of all that affail the human heart, like covetouf- 
nefs, of which it is the offspring, rather increafes with our 
years, and continues in the higheft ferment when all other 
Vicious inclinations have long fubfided. 

‘+ Being at a houfe where a gaming-table is conftantly kept, I 
obferved a woman nearly worn out to « fkeicton fitting among the 
reft, in a kind of paffive contemplation of what was gong on at the 
various tables ; as I took particular notice of this living ghot, a 
gentleman who fat by me gave me the fol'owing iniormation. 
This woman, fays he, is oue of the moft exiraord nary viétims 
that ever fell before the fhrine of the gud or vathe: demon of 
chances. She is reduced from an affluent fortune to a very trifling 
annuity, which for thefe thirty years the ftakes, and conftant y 
lofes in this or other gaming houfes, jutt faving enough to lve 
upon a little bread foaked in milk. She to be fure is a thame to 
fland here inaGtive, but fhe can live no where elle. 
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will truft her, the poor girl will not play till this day three 
months, heing her quarter day.” 

We fhall difmifs this well-meaning author, wifhing aff 
fuccefs to his commendable performance, 





ITAL Y. 
Delle Ville, ¢ dé piu notabili Monumenti antichi ¢ novi, Gc, 
Differtations on the Villas and moft remarkable Curiofi- 
ties both ancient and modern, of the Town and Territory 


of Tivoli. By Meffrs, Etienne, Cabral, and Fauft del 
Re. Rome. 8vo. 


This is in reality the moft valuable prefent that could be 
made to travellers and other lovers of antiquity. Amongf 
the kind of Elyfian retreats that furround the capital of 
Italy, none feem more delightful than Tivoli; whether we 
confider it in point of its fituation, or on account of thofe 
remains of antiquity with which it abounds, arid attracts 
the peculiar notice of every curious traveller from all parts, 
Nothing therefore could be better devifed than the prefent 
work, which is calculated as a full and fatisfa€tory index to 
fave the traveller from the trouble of tirefome refearches, 
and be as it were a fure guide to the gratifying of his curio- 
fity. The authors have not contented themfelves with fu- 
perficial indications, their accounts are no lefs inftrudtive 
than entertaining. They difplay no {mall fhare of know- 
ledge in fome very learned difcuffions, particularly that 
concerning Horace’s country-houfe, wherein they effeétually 
anfwer the obje€tions alledged by Meffrs. De Sanétis and 
Chaupi, againft the general opinion concerning this matter. 
Neverthele/s it is our duty, as reviewers, whatever be tlie 
real merit of the work we mention, to acknowledge that we 
remember to have read moft of the defcriptive parts of the 
villas in & book now very fcarce, wrote by one Antonio 
Del Re; {it made part of a compleat hiftory of ‘Tivoli, 
the manv‘cript of which was depofited anno 1632, in ths 
Barbering }:vrary, by Cardinal Francis Barberini, then go- 
vernor of ‘Liyoli. 
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Le Canzoni con altri componomenti frelti, &:—A choice of 
Canzoni and other felc& Pieces of Poetry, of Charles 
Innocent Ftugoni. 8vo. Rome. 


The greateft name in literature has often been a cloak, 
under which a pretended editor hiding his Bavian features, 
palms upon the public his own wretched compofitions. This 
feems to be partly the cate: feveral of the pieces in the col- 
le€tion are certainly not the produétions of Frugoni, or 
fhould have been retrenched, had the editor been guided 
by found tafte, and the refpeét due to the author’s memory. 
Neverthelefs there are here and there a few paflages wor- 
thy the pen of that juftly celebrated writer. Such is an 
epiftle addrefled to the Marquis Calcagnini, on his recovery 
fromn a dangerous fit of illnels, and another to the Abbé De 
Condillac, wherein the author has, in a truly poetical ftyle, 
exprefled the metaphyfical conceits of that Abbé. 

The Abbé Marotti had already obliged the world with 
two volumes under the fate title; we are forry that he did 
not or could not attend to this third one, as both the author’s 
credit might have been preferved, and the reader more fully 
gratified. 

The editor of this third volume tells us, and indeed we 
take both his word and performance for it, that he is very 
young. In his preface the editor is mighty {mart upon 
Sherlock, for his ftri€tures on Italian poetry ; but his ignis 
fatius cannot eclipte the fterling light of the Englifh critic. 





GERMANY. 


MK. EB. Mangelfilorf: Verfuch, @c.—An Efay whereig an 
Account is given of what has been faid and done, both 
by the Ancients and Moderns, concerning Education : 
with free Thoughts on Bafedow’s Inftruétions, and Mat- 
ters that refer to them. By M. K. E. -Mangelidorf, 
M. A. Leipfic, 


The whole work is divided into two feétions. The firft 
Contains the hiftory of education amongft the Egyptians, 


erfians, Greeks, Romans, and Germans, down to the 
reign 
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reign.ef Charlemain. In regard to the former; Diodorus 
has been the author’s guide. What regards the Perfians is 
extracted from Xenophon. He does not feem to bea very 
great admirer of the Greeks, efpecially the Athenians. Al- 
though thefe may boaft of men as famous as ever graced 
any other nation, His unaccountable prejudice has led him 
fo far as to make him colleé& together fuch accounts as are 
moft unfavourable to that people, as if any other fet of men 
would not be juftly intitled to fimilar om were they 
to be judged by the fame partial rules It ftands with rea- 
fon, and the confideration of human frailty will convince 
every unprejudiced man, that in order to determine on the 
celebrity of any nation in particular, their vices and virtues 
fhould be put into the fcale, and education muft needs have 
been beft in the country, of which, after fo fair and equitable 
an examen, we fhall have juft reafon to fay 
Ubi plura nitent..... non ego paucis 
Offendar maculis. 

Socrates, to whom the author does ftri& juftice, takes up 
a long article, as do the Romans. Of the ancient Germans 
he {peaks after the teftimonies of Ratich and Comenius. 

In the fecond fe€tion we find an epitome of what has been 
written at different periods on education. Plato, Ariftotle, 
Quintilian, Locke, J. J. Roufieau, Feder, Bafedow, Barby, 
and Grivell are the authors that furnifhed Mr. Mangeltdorf 
with the various materials, which are ranged under the fol- 
lowing heads; bodily education, moral education, and the 
method of improving the underftanding. As he has ex- 
tra&ted from the above writers nothing but what is imme- 
diately conneéted with thofe three articles, he has by that 
means avoided a number of tedious repetitions. We are of 
opinion however, that he fhould have faid tomething on fo- 
cial education, fince it is no leis important for a man to be 
a fit member of fociety than to be virtuous, uule(s this 
makes no. part of the moral creed of a German pedagogue 





Entwure die eines neuen Gerichlichen Verfabrens, &c—A new 
Plan of praétical juftice, with Explanations offered to all 
the Pawers who befriend mankind. By M. Frefenivs, 
Couniellor of the Prince of Ifenburgh. “8vo, Francfort. 
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Specimen Hierarchia, Hungarica, ec. 271 


The author propofes to fhorten the tedious duration of law 
fuits and gives two models of fummary proceedings analo- 

ous to his plan. As a preliminary he recommends the 
eftablifhing of a cafhier to receive before hand from the con- 
tending parties the money necetlary to carry on the law fuit. 
Out of that fum the councils and other lawyers are te receive 
a falary proportionable to their zeal and labour to forward 
and carry the caufe to a fpeedy conclufion, An excellent 
method this, to prevent the mal-praétices of petty-foggers 
who pay more regard to their pecuniary intereft than to the 
diftates of their confcience. He admits of four writings en- 
ly, two on the part of plaintiff, and two from defendant and 
nomore. Witneffes on both fides fhould be heard and ex- 
amined without lofs of time. The judge may, if the cafe re 
quires it, admit the parties to their oath provided it be final 
and decifive. In cafe either of the parties fhould appeal, the 
appellant fhall produce within a time limited, his brief of 
grievance: as well as the refpondent, both writings to be fup- 
ported by the new proofs, that may be alledged in farther 
confirmation of their refpe€tive right, and the judge fhall 
finally pronounce on the merits of the caufe on either fide. 
In the third inftance, no writing fhall be produced, and the 
judge fhall determine upon what was wrote by both parties in 
the former inftances. 

Such is the plan of Mr. Frefenius and may be termed the 
vain dream of an honeft man anda Philanthropift. The de- 
fign cannot be carried into execution fo eafily as the author 
may fancy. All law fuitsare not alike, fome are of a fimple, 
others of avery intricate nature. In the latter cafe is it al- 
ways poffible for the parties to expound in two briefs, pe- 
remptorily, all that it is their intereft to make known or to 
gainiay, this in our opinion is fubftituting evil for evil and a!- 
iigning a remedy worle perhaps than the difeafe. 





Specimen Hicrarchie Hungaria, &§c.—An Effay on the Hie- 
rarchy of the Church of Hungary, giving the Chronolo- 
gv of all the Archbifhops and Bithops of that Kingdom, 
together with a Defcription of the Diocetes: by Mi. 
George Pray. Part 1ft. Prefburgh. 


_The firft part of the Hungarian hierarchy contains the full 
hiftory of the foundation of the rights and privileges granted 


at different times to the Archbifhop of Gran and other bifhops 
with 
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with a chronological lif of the prelates who have filled thofe 
fees. The author inteads to give fucceffively the “cond and 
third volume, the former will give an account of the Dio- 
cefe of Coloela, the latter will deferibe the Bifhoprick of Il. 
lyria. 

The Archbifhop of Gran who takes up the beft part of 
the firft book, is not only in poficflion of an immenie revenue, 
fince, according to Dr. Buiching it amounts annually to 
above 360,000 florins, but is alfo invefted with very extene 
five powers and enjoys very remarkable privileges, Ever 
fince the year 1275, that prelate is ftiled Comes perpetuus, /um- 
mus Secretarius ct Caucellarius et perfonalis prefentia regie, He 
performs the ceremony of the Coronation of the Kings of 
Hungary: his cftates and vaffals are free from fecular juritdic- 
tion and from all taxes ; he nominates the Palatine or principal 
judge of the diftri& and invefts him with powers which he 
holds from the prelate, not from the Sovereign: he receives 
the tenth of the royal domains, of the excheqner revenue 
and of the taxes laid on cattle, as well as of all the gold and 
filver coined in or unported into the king’om. Every tree- 
man whether noble or co=mmoner, may without the Sovereigns 
confent, name the archbifhop his heir, and jf onecf the pre 
Jate’s vaflals be by the king’s judge fentenced to death tor 
theft, his forfeited eftate becomes thé archhifhop’s property, 
The prefent archbifhop of Grans, Count Jofeph de Paihy- 
ani, promoted in the year 1776 to that fee, aiter it had becn 
empty for above eleven years, 





In Cornelian expatem Obfervationes critica, ¢t Biforica, Stem 
Critical and Hiftorical Obtervations concerning Corneliug 


Nepos, by J. Henry Sehlegel, Copenhagen, 


The learned obferver, after fixing who was the real author 
of the book known under the alove tide, and pointing out 
the reafon that induced Corticlius Nepos iowrite his lives of 
great men, Mr. §, gives an account of a manufer:pt of the 
thirteenth century, preferved in the library ef Count de 
Tolt. He then takes notice of four copies of Atucus’slife, 
to be found in the fame library, the oldeft of which bears 
the date of the year 1470. By Nicolas Jonfon of Venice, 
Thete ave followed by a notice of the beft editionsnof Corne- 


lius Nepo:, The method tobe adopted to furnifh, the wtera-” 


ry world with good editions of the Cladiicks ; the whole con- 
‘~~ cludes 
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cludes with critical, philological, geographical, hiftorical, 
and chronological remarks on antiquities which difcover great 
knowledge and acutenefs in the ingenious author. 





*,* We give the following Indications of the late? Publications 
in Spain, the circumferibed Limits of a Monthly Review not 
permitting us to enter into a minute Examination of their re- 
jpetive Merit: If, upon Perufal, they appear worthy the At- 
tention of cur Readers, they fhall find Place in our Appendix. 


Projeéto Economico, &'c.— An Economic Plan, wherein feveral 
Schemes are propofed much to the Advantage of Spain; 
affigning alfo the Means and Sums necetlary to encourage 
Agriculture. A pofthumous Work of D. Bernard Ward, 
a Member of his C. M.’s Council, and Minifter of the 
Royal Junto of Trade and Coinage. Madrid. 


an 





Neueva Idea de la Tragedia antiqua, &§c.—New Thoughts on 
ancient Tragedy, or a Commentary on Ariftotle’s Poetics, 
cra with fome Obfervations prefatory to the Trojan 

omen of Seneca, in Latin and Spanifh. By D. Jofeph 
Antonio Gonzales de Salas. Second Edition. 2 vol. large 
8vo. with Cuts. Madrid, Valencia, and Salamanca. 





Lecciones de Clave, &8c.—CLe&tures on Mufic and the Prin- 
ciples of Harmony. Madrid. 





Ciencia de las Medallas, &%c.—The Science of Medals, with 
Notes hiftorical and critical. By D. Emanuel Martinez 
Piagar'on, Clerk and Librarian to his C. Majefty. 2 vol. 
4to. Miadrid. 





Hiftoria General de los Viages, €¢c.—A General Hiftory of 
Voyages, being a compleat Collection of Travels hither- 
to undertaken by Sea and Land. Madrid. 
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ae The Saaman’?s compleat Daity Affiflant. 


ak . 

The Univerfal Direciory, or complete Pocket- -Affifiant, for Mers 
ehattts, Majiers of Ships, Mates, and all Perfons concerned 
in Shits or Shopping of Goods. By F. Goodfellow. Long 
Svo. Ss. Stecl, 

This work is divided into three parts. 1. ‘ The expe- 
citious calculator, comprehe nding an accurate fet of tables, 
exhibiting, at one view, the folid conients of all kinds of 
packages. If, A feries of all other tables generally ufeful in 
maritime affairs, viz. Tables fhewing the pay and number 
of the officers in the Royal navy, tables for calculating 
feamen’s wages in the Royal navy, and in the merchant's 
fervice—T ab les of Greenwich Hoipital duty.—Cordage ta- 
bles, fhewing the fize, weight, and number of threads in 
the "ait erent cables or ropes.— Tables of the weight and 
dimenfions of guns and mortars. HI. A general fyftem of 
the maritime laws on the moft interefting fubjeés 5 viz. of 
fivight, of charter-parties, of demurrage, of infurance, of 
falvage, of average, of quarantine, of difburfements, and 
other thip-accounts, of the quantity of powder allowed on 
board in the river, of privateers, with the inftruétions from 
the admiralty, &c. &c. Xe.” ‘To which is added, a ** Col- 
le€tion of adjudged cafes on freight, inturance, rs teal and 
average,” ” forming i in alla ufeful companion to the feaman, ##* 





Tie Seaman's compleat Daily Affijiant ; being an cafy and correti 
Methad of keeping a | Fournal at Ses. Containing the Rules for 
working the Cafes in plain, middle Latitude, and Mercator’: 
Sailing, by the Tables of Difference of Latitude and Departure, 
and fur finding the Latitude, Longitude, Amplitude and Azimuth, 
by Objer vation. Illufirated by a fuffici ient N umber of Examples, 

» bikewife Rules fhewing how the dicwances are to be made for 
Lee-way, Variation, Heave of the Sea, Setting of the Currents, 
ic. and to correc? the Dead Reckoning by an Obfa vation in ail 
Cafes. The new Method of finding the Latitude by twa Alti- 
tudes of the Sun; and the finding the Longitude ly the Moon's 
Diflance from the Sun, or a pot Star, rendered eafy to any 
common C apacity. To which are added, the Tables of Difference 
of Latitude and Departure to 300 Miles Diftance ; the new 

slar Tables, and Tables of Natural Sines 3 with a. larger. and 
more corre? Table of the Latitudes and Longitudes of Places 
than any hitherto pr:blifhed ; together with all the Tabies neci- 
fury jor the Seaman’ s Ue in working a Day s Fork at Sea. 
The whole confiruled upon a new Plan, By “Folm Hamilton 

More. 8vo. 38s. Robinfon. 
A ufeful afliftant to all young mariners. ee 
4 
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Odes on feveral Subjeés. 275 
An Epifile from a Young Lady to an Enfign tn the Guards, on 
bis being ordered to America, gto. 18. Sewel, &c, 


Wherein the author fails in point of fatire, though at the 
fame time appears to have a tolerable knack at coupling 


rhimes. * 3 





The Sea-Lad’s trufty Companion: Being Infirufions given ta 
Lads and Boys affembled at she Marine Sucicty’s Office in Bi- 
fhopfate-Strect, waiting till Commifficn or IV arrant Offvers 
in the Royal Navy requief? them as Servants, in Order to their 
being bred Seamen ; alfo Majfiers in the Merchant's Service en- 
quiring for Boys to ferve as Apprentices at Sea: With Ruies 
fur amoral and religions Life. Alfa the State of the Society 
to the 10th of December, 1778, By F, H. Efq. 12me. 
6d. Sewel. 


Confitting of fuch laudable inftru€tions as make it fine 
cerely to be wifhed, they may be univeiially followed, *** 





Thoughts on the Condu& of Admiral Keppel, tozether with Rea- 
Jons for refloring Sir Hugh Patlijer into the fuil Confidence 
and good Opinion of his Country. 31. Richardfon and Ur. 
guhart, 


Moch more hath been already faid in favour of Sir Hugh 
| Pallifer than we find in this pamphlet ; we therefore, can- 
not with propricty, recommend it to our readers, as being 
interefting enough to keep alive a fubjeét, of which we 
could wifh thete thoughts might clofe the iceac, behal 





Odes on feveral Subjects. By Robert Alves, 4. M, 8vo. 15, 
Creech, Edinburgh ; Murray, London, 


As the writer of thefe odes does not foar above medio- 
crity, we fhall, only fay that this pamphlet confifts of 
ICISSITUDE, an Ode—MALEVOLENCE, an Ode—Ode to 
Nicut——Od to Hycera——and an Ode to Wispom. 
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A View of the Earth, as far as it was known to the Ancients: 


Being a fhort but ccmprehenfive Syfiem of claffical Geography, 
exhibiting 1. A Defcription of the feveral Empires, Kingdoms, 
and Prwvinces, their Cities, T:wuns, Rivers, and Mountains 
mentioned ia the Greck and Latin Claffics. 2. An accurate 
Abridgment of the AEneid of Virgt', and the Odyfféy of Homer, 
in a Geographical Defcription of the Voyages of Atneas and 
Uiyffis. With the Travels ard Veyage of St. Paui. - Being 
a Work abfolutely neceffary for the right Underfianding of tle 
Claffics. Adapted to the Uje of Schools aud Academies, and il- 
lufirated with a new Set of Maps. By R. Turner, junio, 
of Magdalen-Hall, Oxford. 8vo. 3s, boards, Dodiley. 


Though we cannot agree with our author, that this work 
is abfolutely neceffary towards the right underftanding of the 


claffics ; yet, fo far we muft allow, that it is a uleful and 


pleafing affiftant to the claffical reader; at the fame time 
that it ferves as an introduétion to ancient geography. $s? 





CORRESPONDENCE, 
For the London Revie. 


To the Rev. Mr. Hucn FARMER. 


Reverend Sir, 


It is much to be regretted, that men of literature, when they dif- 
fer from each other, on any purt cf fcience, or any point of theo- 
logy, fhould forget, in their free debates publithed to the world, the 
ufeful politenefs of good-breeding, or the amiable charity of our ex- 
cellent religion ; but initead of either, fhould wield their literary wea- 
pons with the acerbity of an intemperate paffion, or the ferocity of 4 
hoftile attack. It is part'cularly tobe regretted, that your late oppo 
nent, Dr. W. whofe reputation as a man of ingenious learning had 
been well eflablithed, did not fee it becoming both himfelf and his 
fubjedt, in his confideration of your Effay, to treat you with more de- 
cent reipect, and graceful civility, from a juft regard to your Ingenul- 
ty, talents, and learning. Though I cannot fully affent to your fcheme, 
or deem your arguments irrefragably conclufive (as I fhall now take 


the liberty to own in a fhort epiftle) yet I fhaltever retain a due = 
roe ferenc 
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ference to your literary character, efpecially on account of your Ef- 
fay on Miracles, which, upon the whole, is an admirable book, for 
which the public is furely much indebted to you. But I hope, 
without giving you any provocation, I may be allowed to point out 
a few particulars, which occurred to me even on the firtt publica- 
tion of your Effay on Demoniacs, of which, however, it feemed not 
neceflary to take notice, till the late revival of the d fpute. 

1. It may not unfeafonably be obferved, that we may fafely ace 
knowledge, this fubjeé, in one view of ir, is not of the greatett con- 
fequence. For revelation, either way, is not injured, nor its au- 
thority weakened, nor its evident vouchers, miracles, at all ime 
paired : fince to cure notorious madnets intiantaneoufly, by a word, 
may be wifely confeffed to be as great a miracle, as the ejection of a 
fingle devil, or the expulfion of many. 

2. As to the reafons generally alledged by the defenders of real 
pofleflion, by which they would attempt plauiibly to account for the 
appearance of demoniacs in the time of Our Saviour, it may with- 
out danger be readily granted, that fe are but human conjectures ; 
that we have no plain warrant from the written word fo eftablifh 
them ; and that, therefore, they may ftand or fall, as the fenti- 
ments, which individuals imbibe, fhall incline them to conceive. 
It mutt be owned, particularly, that the late Bifhop ot Gloucefter, 
on whofe fuppofitions relating to this matter you have ingenioufly 
animadverted, relying confidently upon his great talents and vat 
erudition, was often, in his thoughts and his language, more bold 
and adventurous, than judicious and accurate. ‘Truth obliges one 
to make this confeflion, Yet, as his works are entertaining, as they 
are capable of affording improvement to perfons of a found judg- 
ment, and are not without their ufe, fomething is evidently due to 
his memory. But, whatever becomes of his conjectures, or thofe of 
others, one would ferioufly wiih not to deviate tar from the clear 
letter of the facred writings in any interpretation of them, even on 
uneflential points, which our refpective ftudies may lead us to give. 
This may not improperly be faid to be an important duty, which, 
for very obvious seafons, we certainly owe tothe public, 

3. Having premifed the two foregoing contideranons, it is natu- 
ral to proceed to make fome obfervation on a matter of greater 
weight in the controverfy between you and your opponents, The 
word daipwv, you know, and every man ot learning muit acknows 
ledge, is a very general word, taken in different fentes by (thofe who 
are commonly ftiled) the writers of antiquity. It ts uied tor almoft 
any invifible being, angel, {pir t, or genius, and that good or bad. 
It may therefore, without any the leaft incongruity be adopted to 
fpeak of tallen angels, as well as the wicked {pirits of departed men, 
Coniequently, our Lord, and the facred penmen after him, might, 
with the greateft propriety, make uie of it, when they might intend 
to {peak of ayytars Tes bn ‘Inpnoarlas Inn EQvioY HEX My BAA “TOA 
Torlas to siov oixxin iov; (Jude vi.) : but thefe fallen angels, and 


in the higheit fenfe evil /pirjts, men, without any ae. 
. ae vave 
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have generally agreed to call devils. ‘There is,’ there can be 
nothing amils in applying this appellation t» them. Oh the 
Greek word, and its derivatives, therefore, you will not be of. 
fended, it may be reatonably fuppofed, when you are told, that 
thinking men of undoubted learning, apprehend, you have, in 
your interpretation, built too much. For no candid perfon wou!d, 
tor a moment entertain the fuppolition, that a man of your liberal 
turn of mind cannot be well fatisfied to have others differ from 
you in fentiment. And, if the word be taken in the fenfe to which 
I have juft referred, certain it is, the generally received opinion, 
refpecting the demoniacs of the gofpel, does not labour under the 
difficulties which you conceive. Your firong prepofleffion in favour 
of the oppofite fcheme leads you to charge the opinion with con- 
ceptions and notions that do not aecfarily adhere to it. 

4. But this thought eafily leads to a farther obfervation, If 
miracles are (as you fay) ‘* fenfible deviations from the known 
laws of nature,” then, as to beings, whofe properties are not per- 
feétly known to us, miracles will be ‘* deviations from the real 
laws of their nature:” and then evil fpirits feizing, and in fome 
fenfe poflefling any of the fpecies of mankind, may poffidly be fo 
confonant to their zaturc, or fo comprehended within its laws, that 
this circumftance may imply no miracle at all. So that the pofition 
which you labour to eftablifh, and in my opinion juftly, that “* Gop 
only can work miracles,” or, which is the fame thing, thofe who 
are fupernaturally empowered by him, may 7/1 remain in its full 
force. 

Now, according to their laws, whatever thefe may be, we may 
fairly conclude it to be no way impollible for evil /pirits to attack, 
plague, and torment mankind either in mind or body, effecting 
fome unhappy changes upon the one or the other ; which may be 
properly denominated poffeffion, without the grofs and unphilofo- 
phical idea of literally entering into their bodies. The driving 
them away trom this, which God, and thofe empowered by God 
only can do, may be fuitably enough termed ey ction, and the ref- 
cuing the patients from thofe unhappy effects which they had oc- 
cationed, be contidered as exring or Acaling them. 

Roufleau, though unquettionably a man ef brilliant genius, yet 
like a genuine feeptic, whe, making himfelf wifer than the wifdom 
indubitably contained in divine revelation, betrays both ignomi- 
‘nious pride and real folly, very weakly propofes the queftions to 
which you refer, (page 5 and 273) and which itis fomewhat fur- 
prizing, that with your knowledge and learning you fhould pay any 
regard, and not readily difcover the furility of them. For, upon 
the {uppolition, thatour Lord addreffed himfelf to invifible fpirirs, 
who had tormented the man that ftood before him, he would doubr- 
lets ufe the language which the furrounding f{peétators underftood ; 
and which there is no difficulty at all in conceiving; he could as 
catily make {uch fpirits comprehend, as perform the mighty won- 
ders, which, you acknowledge, he actually wrought. ** Bur (it 
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is objected) the fpirits themfelves are fuppofed to fpeak.” Of 
which we may juftly fay, we are fcarce competent judges. How-, 
ever, it is not unreafonable to apprehend, that thofe tpirits might 
fuggeit, and prompt the man to utter the words fpoken. Be 
that as it may, it ought to be obferved, that in nature, in provi- 
dence, and therefore no wonder alfo, in divinity, there are unfur- 
mountable difficulties. So that he would only thew his ignorance, 
or his want of thought, who fhould entertain a conception that 
to the comprehenfion of man, on this fide of eternity, every 
thing contained in the infpired volume fhould be compleatly clear. 
Ir is not fo in the volume of nature. On the contrary, it is but 
reaforable to expect, that in a book infpired from Heaven, there 
fhould be particular points rather propofed to the faith, than fub- 
mitted to the reafon of man. 

5s. Not to detain you long upon any fingle article, it is expe- 
dient to take notice of another particular. You efteem it a capital 
objection to the doctrine of poffeffion by evil fpirits, that, upon ad- 
mitting the realicy of it, the difpoffeffing them ‘ lies within the 
compals of a demoniacal power: for (you fay) if they can enter, 
they can certainly guée the bodies of mankind.” (page 404 of the 
Fflay.) Allowing even this, it will not diminifh, nor at all leffen 
the miracle. For, you moft expretsly afhrm, that our Lord’s 
driving out the money-changeré and traffickers from the firft or 
outermoft court of the temple, was a miracir, and one of his 
greatelt miracles, (page 293) yet, who can deny, but that they 
allot them had it in their power to goout? It was doubrigfs in 
their porver, but not in their w//; they might have done it, but 
they were not in the leat di/pefed to it. The application is eaty, 
and the idea intended to be conveyed is fo obvious, that there is 
no oceafion, for the fake of any reader, to enlarge upon it, by 
the addition of another fentence. 

6. Leaving this, therefere, there is yet one thing more which 
it is proper to fuggeft. You fuppofe, that, upon the principles af 
the common hypothefis. the/e miracles could afford no proofs of 
Jefus’s miflon to unbelievers. But in this fuppofition there is a 
confideration which you feem to have overlooked. The cau/e 
of the patient’s diforder, whether arifing from the agency of evil 
fpirts, or proceeding from common circumftances in nature, 
cannot in the leaft alter the greatnefs of the oie ettect pro- 
duced, when the Lord Jefus by a word inflantly wrought the 
cure. You fay, the departure of the evil fpirit, or {pirits, was 
not an objet of their fenfes, they could not fee this; true: but 
they could fee an aflonifhing effect immediately take place upon the 
authoritative conimand of Jefus: they could therefore be perfectly 
fenfible of a miracle’s being wrought, though they could not with 
any penetratiny difcernment perceive or comprehend the full, com- 
plete, perfect naturé of it, Notwithftanding then, in thefe mira- 
cles, evil fpirits fhould have been really caft out, they would have 
atforded fufliientty the proofs defigned to be given by miractes. he 

7. To 
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7. Toconclude. It is your opinion, (page 314) that if the 
cafe of the demoniacs had actually been as you have ftated it, the 
facred writers muft have formed a new language in order to have 
expreffed rdzs literally, on account of the notions univerfally pre- 
vailing at that time. But to many this does not immediately ap- 
pear; we cannot readily accede to it, we cannot but think, that 
they need not have ‘ formed a new language,” even if they had 
particularly deligned tp corre¢t the popular errors. They need 
only have ufed the kind of language, which you yourfelf have 
done, ftiling themfelves reputed demoniacs, and fpeaking of the 
cures as fuppofed expullions. The copious Greek language will 
certainly afiord words and terms enough to anfwer this purpofe. 

Believing you will not be offended with this addrefs, which I 











hope throughout is refpectiul, Lam, Rev. Sir, with all due re- 7 
ie gard, Your mott obedient humble Servant, 
Bai, Samue Furty, 
A Ped P. S. It is neceffary to add, (as your objeétions are well known) 
if Eg a that whatever may be the power of evil {pirits, or whatever the 
rere ' laws of their nature, they are {till entirely under the controul of d 
is Sol tia the Almighty Creator, and, confequently can go no greater lengths 
Pie in doing mifchief, than his permuffive will fhall fuffer. ‘ 
: ' ne Roche in Cornwall, Oétober 9, 1779. I 
a 
4 I 
y a 
ele t 
TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS. 
; 
We could have wifhed that ** A Corresponpent” had fent 
us the name of the publifher of the book he alludes to, as, at pre- t 
fent, we do not recolle& fuch a performance: we will however, 
make.enquiry about it. \ 
t 
** Dialogues concerning Natural Religion. By David Hume. %vo. I 
4s- fewed, Robiofon.”——In our next. 
t 
I 
’ 
Errata in our Review for September. 





In the account of Potter’s Efchylus, page 145, line 18, read 
** are Canter, Stanley, Pauw.” 


